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SWEARING, 


TIT 
"One Anric ote more, | 


Againſt that Provoking SIN of STF:&. I 


By reaſon of which this Land now mourneth, 


Given forth from under the Burden of the OPPRES- 
SED*SEED of God, By way of REPLY both to Henry _ $ 
Epiſtle about the wineſs, Antiquity, and- lnwverſaluy 
Oath, and/his Anſwers to the yl Objefions 
Recommended (by him) to al the Priſons in this City YEE 

to {uch as chuſe Reſtraint, rather then the violation oo their 
Conſciences, 

| And alſo to Jeremiah Ives his Printed Plea for Soy ing, enti- 
tituled,7 he Great Caſe of Conſcience opened;8Cc, abolit the law- 

fulneſs or fulneſs of Swearing, 

Which ſaid REPLY to theſe two ers of the Trath, asic 
is in Jeſus, © recommended nat onely to all che Priſons in this 
City and Nation, and to allſuch Real Chriſtians, as chuſe Re-| - 
ſtrait rather then the 110lat ion of thetr Conſciences; but alſo,zo all 
ſuch Nominal Chriſtians our of Priſon,as,rather then refrain, 
chuſe to purchaſe chew Earthly Liberties by Swearing , tothe 
violation ofthe Command of Chriſt, who ſaith, lat. 5.33» 
Swear n# at all: Tanks $oB2c 2.Above all things my brethren ſwear w!. 


By Sonnel F iſher, now Priſoner in 1 Newgate for his Teſtimony co 
the Truth of of Jeſw, this 20th. day of the 1 2ch, Months x 660. 1660. 


| For the Land 15 ; full of of Sladoves, For becauſe of f Oaths the Land Land 
pact)» tr Jer.23, 6347 ,12,&c. 

By Swearing lying; and killing, and ſtealing, and commit adul- 

{ "rar, hey break. out, and blood roncherh bloak | ig 

T bere fort ſha the Land Mourn, nes one that duelleth {vrera 

aguiſh, Hoſea 4243, 
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+ One «Antidote more againſt that provo- 
king Sin of Swearing , by reaſon of 
which this Land now mourneth, &c. 


He Miniſters of Juſtice ( ſo called ) taking oc- 
caſfion (whether juſtly or no, God will judge) 
by the KING's late Proclamation, (occaſioned 
through. that late deſperate attempc in this 

: Cicy of Loides)cofiye with great force and 
2p violence wpon thouſands : of People living 
eaceably .and quietly, profefiing Godlineſs; and more 

Rady then on. afip others, upon thoſe called Quakers, 

whoſe Pradice, Principle, Profeſſior, Purpoſe and Promiſe it hath 

been, and is, to forgo all aghting:with-Carne/ 1rapors , ſo as 
ngver to lift up afar word Sword againk the Xing, or any 0= 
ther man, ſo mughas.inthe Deferce of themſelves, much 
lefs-the Offexce of others,nor to learn War (in that kind)Jany 
more; have driven thegg by droves into priſon, inſomuch as 

( Enoleyd never {aw the like }) the priſons are ſo full, chac 

theres barly any. room for more. - + 4 

And though the Javezercy/iof the foreſaid People appear- 
eth many ways, a5 well by the Confeſſion of the dying offenders, 
as theirown Prateftations, and the C onſeſion oP rhe men that 

would.beglad $92/fnd occaſion againſt them, but are not a- 

ble,neither willithey in any. thing,, fave pertaining co tle 

Mn (bip-ef Goegyet arethey fept in Bonds, as with aSnare, 
which at this day Holds chem in, and ſhuts the priſon- doors 

upon them ih thet, though they are taughc by Chri/t and 

Þi& Apes, ith. 5.33. Faw,5.12. not to ſwear at all, or in any 

#/+no.nothy.o Oethwhatſoever; yet that; Oath of Allegi- 

aice(tquired anfirikfor nootherend butghe fiading ous of 

Papſh Recuſurts, and: the _ of mens fairhfylneſs = the 
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K ing, after the diſcovery of chat Paprſtical piece of Treache- 
ry in the horrid Powder-Plot it'K. James his dayes) is now(be- 
files the firſt crue intentand purpoſe of 1t} by fome (who 
more deeply deſpited & diſ-fe?ved thelate Kingyhrs Fa:her, then 
they can ever ; _—_— King now reigning by their furious 
drivings} morein malicions hat fed againſt. the:DQuakers, his 
crueſt friends, then in any right love or friendflip to him, 
moſt ;Ngally and anduty impoſed onthe Onakers,. who by 
Hen. Den tumſelf , in his Quaker no Papi , are prov'd to all 
men'tobe no Paprſts; ani of whoſe athve obedience to him in 
all things /awfwl, as well as of their paſſive obedience, or path 
ent ſuffering under the Impoſition of things #»/avful, with» 
out violenr reliftance, both the X;rg and his Conrcil; as well 
as moſt ſober-minded men throughout this Nation: not on« 
ly way be, but (1 verily believe ) eveni«re alfo, by chjs time, 


- informed ſufficiently to ſatisfaion, * ) 


I ſay, the ſaid Oath is wnd#/y impoſed, or' rather wnjnſtly us 
ſed;as a Spiders Web,as ſomeNet or evil Engine, wherewith mas 
ny envious minded men defign the entrappng , entangling and 
enſnaring ſuch harmleſs, honeſt unocent, and trndey-hearted peo> 
ple, againſt whom they bearany private gudge:,' particular 
ſpleen, or perſonal enmty; fo chat when they would'( in way 
of revenge )) expreſs themſelves to'the'terrifying of ſucli 
fools as they think wilt be frighted by it, - Some-that judge 
themſelves tobe Juſtices , more by their Commiſſion from” the 
Kingto do Juſtice,then by their doirig/it,threaten them wich 
the ;mp7/ition of the Oath Which ily d6mgs of 'fome-mern;, 
that know not how r1ghtly torule themſelves in their place 
of Power when they axe got into it, made (as I have heard} 
one, who was not fo tender of taking the Oath, as his Adver« 
ſary thought he was, when he received this threathing Meſ- 
ſage from the Juſtice, viz. Tell bim ,'1 will 'tenderthe Oarli rb 
him, Very readily return this Anſwerto his foe, whohoped 
to fright him by it, viz, Tell him,that I will take it,if be do. 

Thus crookgdly and cruelly are things carried among the a»: 
juſt Fuſtices, and that Seed of evil-doers whieh is nevertobe 
renowned, in the dark places of the Earth, whictave full of the 
babitations of cruelty, againſt the Right eons Shed, 'and 'the Chit 
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other are) Conſcious to themſelves of evil-deing; yea, and fo 
talin the Law , and in theadminiſtration of that they 
call J=fice, are ſome of the Aimſters of it, that ſuch as they 
have a ſpight ar,” though living far from them, aridknown 
in their Enemies own conlfciencesto be both peaceableand un- 
fufp tiers perſons, ſhall be pulted our of their friends houſes, 
and'pick't up in the very ſtreets, to have the Oath, on pain of 
impriſonment, and lof# of all, impoſed'on them ; when others 
whom they are willing to wink, and vexy careful to con- 
nive at; yea, profeſs'd Popiſh Reenſants (in ſecurity of the 
King againſt whom. ovely the Law forthe Oath was at firſt ;1- 
rentionally and direft[y made) may fit ſecurely under the very 
Noſes of ſome of theſe new-found lawleſs Juſtices of neither 
Peacenor Truth, 
Inſomuch that though the Quakers generally | and ſome 
few Baptifs (while ar /iberty) rather chuſe Impriſorment, then 
totake that Oath, or any other; and thoſe thouſands of Qua- 


kers, and ſome of thoſe Baptiſts who are in priſey, and have” 


Liberty proffered upon condition of raking the Oarh,-do ra- 
cher continue there, then f gr their Liberty with Sweare 
Jug © Yet very many Bapti s both :»- priſon and ont, in Kent, 
andelſewhere, being miſled by the crooked examples, and 
miſ-taught by che crude conceptious of their wntaught Tea 
chers, that ic is lawful to ſwear in fome caſes, do chule rather 
to purchaſe their Libert by Swearing , then either to come 
into, or continue in prifon : Yea, and three or four of thoſe 
who have ſometime gone under the denomination of Qua- 
kersalſo , to the great terror, diſtraftion, and wounding of 
their ſpirits, ſothat ſome of them hayecryed ont for hor- 
ror of heart,and have confeſſed they : 


werein greater bonds then thoſein * A Copy of a Letter from one 
riſon- * | Witneſs the tenor of a that profeſſeth the Truth, bur 
etter from one of them at Windſor, fell from it, and took the Oath. 


er down herein che Morgen) bav@ NM ti 9 


raſhly men themſelves for fear,, har oy fall may be no cauſe for you ut 
l + OS. 
” | 


fora Warning to ſuch as yer ſtand, 


' to mans W1 
particular, 


, againſt God's in-that 


ren of 4H Light, who are moreConſcientions then > be (as ts | 
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ouraged to ſtand ; for I bave yeilded to the 
2tr ayer, and ſo bitrayed theiinaternt Seed in 
ne; {or 1 forſook the counſel of the Lord, and 
onfulted with fleſh andb!eud,und ſo 1fell n+ 
o the ſnare of the pro1ld ,;and: yrelded 140 1hr” 
covenant; and ſo I veſted ſatisfied #nnhat 1 
144 done, for ſome certain bours ; but when 
be Lord in bus Power looked” bach upon me, 
hen 1 remembred what 1 had done; thin l re- 
nembred that 1 had denyed Tonih, which once 
I bad profeſſed, theygh once 1 tbyzwy ht 4 ſhowld 
yave ſtood when atkess fell. $0:4þe tervors of 
'he Lord bave taktnbold on me, and 1 lye uns 
der the judgement s of The L2:d. 

And now 1feel he truth of tbe words that 
were ſpoke by Chuſt, Tha he thatfaileth in 
one tittle, is guilty of all; and now I fect 
the truth of that , That it is better to ſorſaht 
wife, and children, end all a man bath, eve 
to break one titile of #he Law of God writ« 
ten in the heart. $01 bope thas by mercy and 


Judgeanent the Lord Will redeem ne to bimſelf 
egain. The Lord may {rf ov ſome to falls that 


the ſtanding of theys that Band f aitbſul , may 
* ſeems be the more glories , agd ſor themio 
take beed leaſt thty f all: 
* NRowT now and feel, that it #s better to 
art with anyithig of thu wards tbengh it be 
a dear to one a%#ibe right hand,or the ryrgythen 
io break our peace with God. 
Pray for me,for my Bonds are greatg/ than 
ours. 
E Windſor the 22 .of the = 
11th, Month.1660. Edw. Chilcon, 


= chat I may prevent. the jm- 
endent evil conſequences neceſſarily 
Following choſe men firſt or laſt, who 
for fear of man ſhall ventureto vio» 
late Chrifts Command againſt Swears 
ng; to which not only J:T omþs1n his 
l:te trifiing Treatiſe , ( replied. go al- 
ready by my ſelf briefly in the Epi- 
file to-my Book,, ſtil'd , rhe Copntrey 
corretfing the Clergy 3 and more fully 
by R.H«bberthors) but alſo more late- 
ly H. Denin his Epiſtle to. all Priſons, 
and more lately yet Jer.[yes,in proof 
of the lawfulneſs of Swearzzg,, have 
done their beſt ro perſlwade men, 
[ ſhall ix& examine the weakneſs 
of H. D's, and F. 1's, proofs for it, 
2, Strengthen thoſe of ours azainſt 
Swearing , from thoſe two Capital 
Tex4s, Matth.5, Jam. 5. which, they 
two with as litre ftrengeh of Reaſon, 
asto little purpoſe labour to over- 
rurn, | 
I ſhall begin firſt with FH. Ter's Do. 
{itt{e, ( {ince his Sheet came came out 
firſt) aman that was wont to do bet- 
ter, and much more ,. ( being a man 
of more than ordinary ability)when 


he diſputed-againſt the Prieffly Dark- 
neſs behind him., yer here ie pitly 


- 
') 


of the Lord to bewray great weaknels, for/his.pulamg as a 
people thar'are in the Light before kim : | $o-Jer all-che #3ſ+ 
dom of ſuch,as know not thy hidden ones in that, in whick 
alone thou and thine. can be manifeſt, periſk from chem (Q 
God) and be convegtedinto foolifhrefs. _; i O70 151 

DB _. NexcT ſhall ſhew. the narrowneſs anti frabiopreſs of thoſe two 
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' -heers.underwh 
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ch (left ZD's ſingle 0ne-ſhould.ngs be & | 


naugb) Jer, Ives having {ham'd himielf among the,Saints, by 
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Swearings(ſecks more fubtilly LY, ſhyfMingſy then ſueceſafully) 
to ſ-roud himſelf out of light,that the awe of his xaked»eſe may 
not appear to all-men..  , | | 

Yet where their werds and arguments arecoincident, I ſhall 
take notice of chem ſo, as to return anſwer to thear hoth-co- 
gether. - | 7 

In proof of the Lawfulneſs of ſome Swearing now,Hemry\ Der 
propounds ewo things : Firſt the Antiquity, - Secondly, the 
Univerſality of that practice. | | 

Irfproof of its Anr:qmity he propounds two Periods : The 
firſt is about three hnrdred years after the Meooy,, in the daies of 
Seth, The ſecond about forr bundred years after the Flood, in 
the daies of Abr«ham. ' From the /firft of which he conjeitures 
onely that probably it might be. From the ſecond he concludes un+ 
dowbtedly that it was then 2» being. 

As to the firſt of theſe two Per:eds,I have two things to ſey to 
it, whereby to diſcover its ;»validity (to evince the 20 /aw+ 
fulneſs of that once( confeſſedly )lawfui,ar at lealt allowed Courſe, 
or Cuftors of Solemmn Swearing, 

Firſt, that 'tis but upon a meer fallib/e, nncertain, wiwarrant- 
able corjettare at beſt (by H. D's own confeſfion) on which he 
derives the »ow-warrantablenzſs of ſolen:n Swearing from ſo high - 
as thoſe daies of Seth; witneſs his own words here under-cited, 
out of p, 3. of bis Paper, v:z. 

For the Antiquity of it, altbowgh I cannot ſay that the praftice 18 
a old as the Moon ; yet I have canſeto conjeiture, that it ts not a> 
bove 300 years younger : Indeed hat the old world did inthus caſe 
the —_— do not ſpeak, plainly, and:therefore I will paſs it by. 

By which we plainly ſee as concerning the fir Ryiod pitch'd 
mpon by H. D, as his proof of the Antiquity of Swearing, that, 
wereit an 41:49:;ry high enough from whence to argue the 
Lavifulneſs of that Ceremonious Cuſtom, yer it is but dowbtfmlly 
£9%eftured, and but probably cancladed by him , That it is ſo-Aw4 
tient as to dein uſe at all in the 0/4#07/d before the Flood ; for 
he confefſeth, "That what the 0/4 World did in this Caſe, the Stri- 
proves dow ſpeck, plamiy: And can H. D's cox/eftare, that 


| - probably *tisnot above 300 years younger than thaAtoon, be © co- 
| govt conſequence t 20000 tender Conſciences in a Cale of fuch 


Concern- 


A LASHOEACSERNOSSESS 


we. ww wo - ew Ee09 ow 


— 


Concernment as this; - wherein they prizing their peace of Cone 


ſcience, with priſon and confiſcation, betore Liberty and -All they 
have, with the vio/ation of them , do lack noleſs evidence to 
their Convitiion and Sati:fattion, then infallible and Serentifical 
Demunſtration?. 
Secondly, That if it were as certaing as 'tis but conceived by 
H. D. chat That praftice of Swearing, by him now pleaded for, 
was theninuſe; and wereit as undoubtedly, es "tis but dowbrfally 
derived thence; yet that is not a Period ſoAntrent,as can ſerve to 
prove the now-lawfulxeſs of any ſort ol Swearmg ſince Chriſt, 
who put-anend co it, any morethen it may, ſerve to prove the 
lawfulneſs of now ſacrificing the fruits of the ground, and the 
forftlings ofthe flock in that Ceremonious manner as was orce, 
and that long before that: of Swearing, apparently in uſe, till 
Chriſe the ſubſtance of all Ceremonies and Sacrifices ended it by 
the ſacrificing of himſelf; 'yea, no more than it mayſerveto 
prove the /awfulneſs of ſin i ſelf, which ( though not de jure, 
yet de fatto) was apparently praiſed by mankind before ei- 
ther Sacrificing or Swearing, Which 
* Socalled, of xau-3; and (aid Ceremony * of Swearing, as now 
(42%%s,for a ſcaſon onely. So uſed and impoſed, with the hand laid 
H.D.bimſel ſeems alſotocall 7 4 Book, with kifling, or lifted up 
it, p. 3. quoting, Gen, 14+ . nn Che: "oÞ i Wircef 
22. I have lifted up my i5 now ended in Chriſt, the Witzeſs, 
hand,&e, 3.e. Ilhave ſworn Covenant, Or Oath of God. 
ro the moſt high God; be- That it was uſed de fatts,before C hrift 
cauſe the Cercmony of lift= (had it been clearly derived from the 
os Ae band was uſed in time pretended to by #, D. ) cannot 
_ clearly prove , that it xowisinuſe de 


3 7Hre. x 

God under 1/oſes and che Law, asbe ſuffered other things 
that were not fo from the beginning , becauſe of the. hardneſs of 
men's hearts; ſo becauſe of the hardneſs of men's hearts-to be- 
lieveeach other,while they are beſides the Lrehe and T7wth, in 
the fall, in the /ze, in'the deceit , in the darkneſs and the rife, 
and ſo under'the Law;ſuffered it ſo to be as it was in. the caſe of 
Smearing, in order td theirſatzsfattion of each other 3:'but from 
the beginning, before fin entered, it wacmtſo;” noris it rwwſoa- 
mong the $azts and rrae Chirches, that are in Gods norſhall it be 
ſo 


«4 
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(oin the end, as men by tlie h come back odt of the fr:fe, 
and othet deeds of darkxeſs, into Chriſt the Image of God, after 
which man was at firſt made; the ſubſtance of all ſhadows, the 
endof the La», that 4/phaand Omega, the rf and the /aff,the 
beginning and end of all things. | 

- And as to H:D's ſecond fort of new Axtiquity, wherein he 
finks well nigh two thonſand years lower , and falls almoſt as 
far below the Flood, as he fell below the Moon in the former, 
( which ſecond perzod he mainly inlifts , and puts the greateſt 
ſtreſs upon ) chough it is nor denied , bur that Swearing 
was then in uſe, (and fo H.D, might have ſpared his pains in 
proving it, for I know none deny it to have been.uſed from 
thar time to Chriſt's) yer it is ſuch a young piece of Antiqui- 
ty, as is not worthy to bear that denomination of Art:qmty, 
being but a time of meer »ovelty to the former z which for- 
mer yet, is but meer »ove/ty with us, 

Much leſs then is it an Antiquity old evongh to be urged in 
proof of the Lawfalneſs of all ſuch ations, as were uſed i 
its dayes, For,as when H,D. argues probably from Seth's time, 
thus ; 7 henbegan men to call on (1.6) ( according to his meer 
Conjettural Conſtrattion) co Swear by the Name of the Lord : 
Therefore ſwearing by the Lords Name is now lawful : 1 might 
lawfnlly by way ot Argument trom Seth,yea higher, from Canbc 
Avel, virge thus:Then began men to barn Sacrifice to the Lord; 
therefore to bury ſacrifice ro theLord in the oldceremoniews way 
1s ew /awſul;yea higher yet, from Adam,thus;T hen began men ot 
to Szagaintt God; therefore to Sin againft God is row /awfal: 1 

So when HD. argues more poſitively from ſo low as Abra« 
Eams time, thus: Abrahams ſware by the Name of the Lordz Y 
therefore to ſwear by the Lords Name is now /awfnl : Let him "y < 
but excuſe mein ſtepping but two or three Rotinds low+r, #& 
1. twoor three generations further, viz, to loſephFrom A- - | 
braham, who'was but his Great Grandfather, and Je the ſame 3 
account of but a /ittle younger Antiquity, if atly man's pratl ice, | id 
and not Chri/Ps Precept onely , were a Chriſtiavs m_ a man | 3 
may prove it now /awfx{ to ſwear by other matters , which all vs; - 
men-jirdge it #9/awfu/ now toſmear by, as #xmely by the Life 
of K:ngrand Princes, on this wiſe, viz. to ſwear by the Life of 
Pharonh, was im uſe in Joſeph's days, and uſaal alſo with Joſeph 


(8) 
himſelf; therefore the Chriſtians who are Brethren of Joſeph, 
whoſe aflitions men moſtly forget, may *2ow /awfully (near 
by the Life of Charles; the /anfulneſs of which, H,D. himſelf, 
I deem, and all his Brethren alſo, che modern Bapriſts, do ut- 
terly deny, 

I have done with H.D,'s Argument of Atiquity, which he 
makes ſo much of, as ro judge it clearly carryes the caſe his 
way, glorjing in it in this manner, ( viz. Te ſee the praftice may 
juſtly plead Antiquity) as if he had urged ſome great , impoy- 
tant, and impregnable matter; whenas, as it brings not a jor of 
prejudice to our purpoſe, who mwplead that praftice of Swea- 
ring 3 {c it adds not a pris worth of profit or proof to his own, 
whoispleading for it; fich as the higheſt Ant:quty he pre- 
tends to,can (by his own confeſſtun, for ought appears from 
Scripture) at beſt but probably, and therefore not july plead 
its patronizing of, or claim any acquaintance with that praQilſe 
of Swearing, ſo (were it a nfallibly evidenced, as tis. but dubi- 
ouſly conjettared ) that it was at all before the Flood, or but three 
hundred years younger then the Moon, yet ) even ths, much more 
that, hich was ſince the Flood, 1s but an inferior Antiquity in 
compariſon of that from which ſacrificing and inning may both 
be proved to have had a being, yea, but an »pſtart piece of no- 
welty in the eye of that Church, which is now coming out of 
the Wilderneſs, fair as the Moon , Clear as the Sun, terrible at au 
Army with Banners, even the Woman that bears the Man-Child, 
and is clothed with the Sw of Righteouſneſs himſelf, by whom 
the Moon was made; and hath the Moon alſo, even all moyea- 
bles, under feet : Thus H.D. hath faultred fowly in þſo 1im:i- 
xe, at the very entrance of his Work, in alledging chat in 
proof of another thing, which he dares ſpeak but conjectural- 
{y of himſelf, and its :/! ſtumbling at the threſhold. 

H,D."snext isthe #niwerſality of this Ceremomons courſe of 
ſmearing, and that as to up places, times : AlFPorts of per- 
ſons (quoth he) God, Chriſt, Angels , Apoſtles, Kings, Princes, 
Prieſts, Prophets, righteous, holy men in all places, Heaven, Earth, 
and all Nations, by Prattice, Precept, Prophefie, at all crimes ſwear 


warrantably without blame, therefore ſo may we now,Here's the ſun 
end ſtrength of H.D's ſecond ftilt, on which ſtands the decrepid 
proof of hs cr4z7 canſe,or pireons poor plea forSwearng;all which 
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particulars, fwith moſt of F.Is miſerable matters, which fall in 
veryfitly with them forit)are now to come under conſrderation. 
Rep. 1. That God ſware, we affirm 8 deny not, but that confirms 
what we dey againſt HD, and 1.71. who affirm | , that ſwear- 
ing is now to be ugd among men, as in dayes of old , God's 
Word of the Oath, n hich s ſince the Law, under which (as a 
Type of the Truth of God's Word, Covenant and Promiſe to men 
in Chriſt) men uſed to (wear by God one to another , which 
Word of his Oath alſo conſecrateth not ſuch men High Prieſts, 
as were of old, who were ſubjef& to change, and had infic- 
mity; but him who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated fioms ſin- 
xers higher then the Heavens, a perfett High» Prieſt for evermore af- 
ter the Order of Melchiſedec , of Salem King of Righteouſneſs, 
and alſo Kirg of Peace, made ( not as they, after the Law o 
the Carnal Commandment, but ) after the power of the endleſs life; 
I ſay, That Word of Gods Oath , is that one Eternal, Sub- 
ftantial Oath, that ends all ftrife, of which all Oaths 1s*d for 
confirmation by men, that are in ſtrife with God and one a- 
nother,were but the Figure,Ceremory,01Shadow for a time,and 
before which at Chriſts coming in, they ( though ( de fafts) 
they donot) yet (de Fwre) ought to end, ceaſe, decreaſe, va« 
nith, and flee away, as ſacrifice, and Ml other fleſhly Forms and 
Figures, C eremonies and Shadows of Chriſt, the Truth, ought, 
witch are not the very Subſtance or Thing it ſelf, Heb.ro.1- for 
the Law,or Letter in the time before Chr; , having but the 
ſhadow of things to come, and not the very ſnbſarce of the 
things themſelves, gives way with all its ſacriic-; and cere- 
monies, to Chriſt; wherefore it's ſaid when he cometh into the 
World , Sacrifice and offering thou delightſt not 1n , but a Body haſt 
thou prepared me; in which (as tis written of me in the Volume of 
thy Book, (or everlaſting Counſels) Lo, / come to dothy will O 
God: So God taketh away the firſt W11l,7 eftament or Covenant, 
that he may eſtabliſh che ſecond , the firſt ſacrifices, that he 
might eſtabliſh rhe ſecond, the ſacrifice of himſelf ; the ceremu» 
nziesand (hadows, that he mighs eſtabliſh the ſ#b/tance; the Type, 
thathe might eſtabliſh che T7uth ; the firſt kindof Oaths, or 
courſe and cnſtom of ſwearing, which Oaths men brake by for- 
ſwearingechemſelves oft, that he might eſtabliſh chav of the 
ſecond or New-T eſtamnet , even = unchangeable Oath of 
2 2 
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| (40) 
God, which carr never be broken, made by God himſelf to 
men, between whom and him, chrough fin, the rife and 
exmity was, that they might have full (acisfaftion chat he is 
in Chri/, in whom all hi promiſes are, Yea, and in him Amen, 
reconciled ty the world, n1t imputing trefpaſſes to them, but as they 
ſhall perſiſt in zreconci/eableneſs ro him , and that they mighc 
have ſtrong conſolation concerning his love to them: For as 
under the Law of old (as in theſe dayes alſo it is ( but not law- 
fully) us'd among men that are under the Law, 1.e, in the 
ſtrife, and other works and luſts of the fleſh, and wnbelief to- 
ward each other, which whoare in, and led by , and not of 
the Spirit, are #zder the Law)an Oath for confirmation was uled 
to end ſtrite;zlo Gods Oath orSwearing,which. is without repen- 
tance, (as mens raſh oaths and ſwearing now-a-dayes will not 
be) for he ſware, and will not repent of what he hath by 
Oath confirmed in Chrit, Ifay, God's Oath for confirmation 
to 1s, may end the matter among any, but #tter unbelievers, 
and give ſatisfa1on and full aſſurance to any,but ſuch as being 
out of that /ove,which believes all chings, and in the hatred and 
enmity, which believes nothing, that Chriſt is the High-Prieſt for 
ever,by whom his Wrath,who hath had the wrong, is appea- 
ſed, and is his well-beloved Sox, 1 whos”, with all chat will be 
reconciled to him, he zx ( all their enmity, rebellion and ini- 
quity notwithſtanding) well pleaſed : Faerefore it's ſaid Heb, 
6. We deſire you to give all diligence to the ful aſſurance of haps 
unto the end, that ye faint mt, Ga) in your faith ; but be followers 
of them who through faith and patience mherit the prom'ſe;for when 
God made the pn eto Abraham, becauſe he could ſwear by no grea- 
ter, he (ware by himſelf ; for verily men ſwear by the greater, and 
an Oath to confirm, end the ſtrife: So God, willing more abundwtly 
to ſhew unto the heirs of prome' ſe the mmutability of his Counſel, as 
concerning peace with them, though they have ated enmiy 
ty againſt him, added ay Oath, that b, two 199mutable things, i.e. 
not his bare Word, or fingle Promiſe only (which haq been 
enough, if man by his enmity and hatred of God, had not 
made himſelf hard of belief that God ſhould now loye 
him) but his Oath alſo; either of which tws *rw4s impoſſible 
for Gad to lye; we night have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled to the 
hope ſas befare wy (Chil in us the hope of glory) mhich bope we 
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(11) | 
have 45 a Anchor of the (ou), ſure avd fledfafts which tutreth tato 
that within the vail, where the fore-runver i far 6 ——_ 
ſus, who is made an High-Pricſt for over after the order of Melchi 
ſedec. | 

And now foraſmuch as the very ſtrafp of  H.D/s Argus 
ment from the example of Gods ſweeripg , lies in this aware 
ſwerable Queltion (as he ſuppoſes it ) p.4. Con that be account+ 
ed an evil (if. not eaſily undertaken ) whereof we have the Lord for 
& Preſident ? 

I anſwer , That may be accounted an evil in us todo 
by way of tation of God, becauſe we read he did ſo (how 
wxcaſily ſoever undertaken by us ) which yet was onely and 
purely good in God when he did it, unleſs we havehim in 
that, propounding himſelf,as our Preſident, and have his ex+ 
preſs command to do the ſe!f-ſame;God both ſlew his own Son, 
and as a Type or Figure of it, in the ſame Chapter wherein 
he is recorded as ſwearing by himſelf, Gen.22,2. 16:17, bad A» 
braham (lay his own Son;yet though *cwas grodin God,*twould 
be evil in us, and the worſe, by how much the more ſeriouſly 
undertaken by us, to bid any one {lay his ozely Sox, upon the 
account of Gods bidding Abrahenz do ſo, withour Gods ex- 
preſs Commiſſion to u3to command another to do the fame; 
othough God ſware, and (asa figure of his Oath, to end the 
ſtcifke berween men and him )allowed men zxder the Law that 
Ceremony of Swearing; yet *cis evil in us either to ſwear, or en» 
join men to ſwear now, without Gods ſpecral ani expreſs cones 
and for it, whoſe expreſs Prohibition againſt it we have in his 
New Will or Teſtament, which we are now under, who are not 
under the Law, but under Graze « | 

Finally, ToF.D's Queſtion, What thing God did, which cau be 
evil in us if we do it ? 13 10: | 

I reply; Same thingsare prohibite qua mala , forbid tous 
becaule el in themſelves, as {ing deceit, gc. and ſuch things 
God never did ac all, ( muchleſs as a Pxefdewt yo-us ) Some 
things 9" prohibita, evil to us: meevly becauſe for- 
bidden; yec were good when commanded; andfuch if God 
ould do, we may not; and of chisſorriis) vhat af folowu 


ſ#:armg, Which to us is now as unlawful and evil, as cir cams 
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erfing childrenin the fleſh , = ! quiritg the old cuſtoms of 
the few Law, andthe Letter , which now the Gentiles are 
crept ifito, towhom is given the outer Court of caryal Com- 
mandments, ſhadows, ſigns, figures, types and cerewomes , fleſhly, 
7 formalities, beggarly rudiments, bodily exerciſes, divers bap- 
7.2.4 eatings, drink;ngs,'and other outſiae obſervations, and ordi= 
wasces of divine ſervices performed 18 worldly ſanttuaries, in 
which the o/d Covenant ſtood, impos'd only till the time of re+ 
formation, reſtoration, regereration , and reſtitution of all things 
co the beginning by Chr1/?, the Subſtance & End of all thoſe, 
Aft 21:22. Heb.9.1.9.10. Pſal.23.2. Matth, 19.28, Aftt 3,21. 
Such God onre permitted, yea commanded, as dark,, oþ- 
[cure, external, and temporal repreſentations of future more 
clear, ſpiritual, ſubſtantial , ſoul-ſaving, prwerful , internal, and 
eternal truths; but now forbids; the oxe ſacrifice of his Son,the 
ove circumciſion of the heart, the ove Baptiſm and Supper, his 
own cxe immutable Oath co us, and our yea and ay in Chriſt, 
ſtanding amongthe hg/ySeed which is the ſubſtance of theOak, 
whoſe fair leaves dreworfalling off,and inſtead of all theſe, 
and as the Subſtance of them all, and that forever. 7/a.6.13; 
2.And as for the Angels ſmearing,which is alledged by H.D, 
as an erſample to us;for (quoth he) AnAngel ſwears, Rev.i0.5 6, 
What's that to us ? If -an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any 
other Dofrine then what ts preached by, and recerved from Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles, let him be accurſed; T ſay it again , let h mbe ac- 
curſed: Yet I ſay notthat the Angels, who are Miniſters of the 
Law, (for the Law was given by the diſpenſation of Angels the 
hand of the old Mediator Moſes) though they ſware, are accur- 
ſed; for that Ceremony of Swearing belonged to the Law, that 
was given by them;but I ſay,rhis is no Preſident for them who 
are under the Dofrine of the So, himſelf, who are not to 
go back, ſo'as to rebel agamiſt rhe Commands of the Soy, to 
follow the bare example of 'the ſervant Moſes, in whoſe band 
the Law was _ by the diſpenſation of Angels: Moſes was 
faithful in all his houfe(rhe old/ſrae/Yas a ſervant, for aT ypical 


Teſtimony of thoſe true things that were to beſpoken after 
Htb-3.5,6. but Chriſt, who is counted worthy of more glory 
—_ Lon 
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then Meſes, is. the Son over his own Houſe, the trne 7/r4elites 
indeed, in whom is no guile; the Great and chiefShepherd 0+ 
ver his own ſkeepy who hear his voice 3 on whom the ſervants 
and their Law, 1,c, Moſes and the Angels have now nothing 
to do to impoſe, read. Heb.1,1 God phe, Fe, tothe end. 

| Welſee how the Angels areinferior,uotonlyto the Sou hime 
ſelf, che heir of all; bur alſo (as Minifters and ſervants) unts 
the leaſt of thoſe, who are heirs of Salvation, and of all. 
things, both with, in and through him, whom yet AD, re- 
preſents as ferionr unto them, as thoſe, who are but on 
Earth,may be ſaid to be toſuch as abide inHeaver:For when 
he comes on totell of the ſwearing of Chriſt from the Angels, 
which Azgels he ranks withGod among ſuch as ſwear in heaven, 
Come we(quoth he)to the Earth, as if the Being of Angels were 
onely in Heaven,and the Being of Chriſt only upon earth; whereas 
that ve1y Angel he inſtances in,as.a Prehdent of Swearixg to 
us,isin that veryplace,Rev,10.recorded as ſtanding no highe 
er then on the Sea,and Earth; but Chriſt the Sox (were H.D. 
capable to read the myſtery and riddle.of it) had he ſworn 
in that Joþx 3.5. where H. D; xeckons onhim as ſwearing-on: 
Exrth , might well have been ranke among the. (wearers i 
Heaven, being at that very preſent ». heaven, as be ſaies him- 
ſelf wer.13« T he Son of man which ts in Heaven: 

Put H,D. being yet where I once was with him, qmong; 
thoſe who look for theKrngdows of Heavenywhich is(]35 vuay) 
within men (even thoſe men that never enterit, as Chriſt ſaid 
ro the Phariſees, bidding his Diſciples not to go fortþ to. look 
for.it among them, who drew outwards with: their Lo here, 
and lo there ) 11 autward obſervations, with which it comes not, 
1s ſo innocently jgnorant where heaven is, that(thougy 
more darkly and dimunatively,, then ſome others E _-_ 
open wider) in ſome degree ( witneſs histwo ſecret jerks at; 
the Quaker, andthe Light within, p. 5, aud &, of his perver- 
ting Paper ) he rather þlaſphemes the name of God, and bis T aber= 
zacle, 1, e&, the Light in which God dwells, is, and .is known 3 
and thoſe,(:z.e, thole Quakers ) who dwell with Chriſt in Heas 
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The rext Arpument cher, 4b Etormpls ilrge dl inproof of 
foewing HOW, nh of Chriſt, of whony H.D, and. I. both 
do intintate it (4s their ow# concert at Tedft that he ſware; and 
therefore lawfully may we mw, thick they. Itt evidence of his 
thoughts chat Chriſt ſnare; HD. alludes co Fob.3-5. ſaying (not 
pofirively, but ſuppoſitively ohely, p.3+ ) If the Verily, Verily of 
the Son of God, and on? Redeemer, ſhonid tot anyunt to ſo much as 
as Oarti, as ſorve think 3 yet #5 it tore then a bare Yea and Nay: 
In evidence of his more confident concert a nd thoughts that Chriſt 
did ſware; and conſequently that we tiow may, 7, 7. cires and 
alludes 2o-Fatth.26.53, 4nd that in two places of his prittlh 
prattle, deſcariting as emptily as amply on it in them both , viz, 
p.2,3, #nd again p.y, whoſe words are here ſet down, that he 
may have no juſt oceaſion to'ſay I wrong him in myAnſwer. 

AH; Way bt fe gong when he is adjured by another, for to 
ddjnre(quoth' he) pale Prglifh.zr co charge one to ſwearycy to 
exaQ anOath,BerþreforebÞ y2adMat,2 6:37.char the High-Pricff 
Adjured Chirift by che living God ; Beza moreplainly reads ity 
thar the Ny charge hint ro ſwear by che living God, 
if he were the Chrift'the Sor: _ $0 p.7, $ wearing was uſed by 
Chri# bigo(tf| 24a :26.3 6, cheHighoPrieft adjures him by the 
living Ged?y —— Exh, tie chatged hit toſwear 
by the living God, t#f#} hixs whether bewas the Chrift the Son of 
God; pn Hich adjuration Jeſus anſwers ; Thott ſaift for Iam; 
for ſo'it is (quoth Ne) art 4:65, Now to avſwer to a matter when 
ond #5 adjnred bythe lruing God, thotgh it ere bar Yeaand Amen, 
604 AY War ngdiy | IT 

Rep, To HDi8 7.1. Trettiriniwo things r. That if Chri#t liad 
ſwortrin thetwo places and rrmes reſpettively, in which theſe 
two men ſeem eo ſay le did; yer it provesnot the /egality of 
it 10 £018; 2, £8%tjs but doubtfnlly delivered by themſelves, 
{dirs #r##1y-de2td by me, rhatin the Aly Phraſes, and. ple 
ce#df cheitalledgitig,)Chn# did ſav ar alt. Firſt, had Chriſts 
Verity, Vetily, and his anſwering [a7 when the High-Prief# 
asled & charged hins ts tell fri whether "He were the Ghrif, 
ardotinced toe for tna] Onthſfuch'as is now impoſed and plea- 
ded (but it was far from it; for there was no requiring to /ay 
bis hand on a Book,, and kiſs it, and ſwear by God, and the Holy E- 
-iel vane}, 
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(29) | 
zargeliff, and ſuch likez/ without which. our preſent Taft ice: 
wil not cwn any man as giving ſufficient {ati>sfaCtion or con- 
fii mation to end the firife,lert us ſpeak never ſo ſoc ly as in 
the {ight of the /izizg God, but ſtrive endleſly with us, as ſ#- 
ſputicss perſons, from whom che Kixg can't be ſecuued, unleſ* 
we take the Oathin that old meer ſhadowy way ) yet this was 
all inthe time of the Law, and under it, before C hriF+ by his 
death had put an exdto it: For though in the /a## aud /ates? 
of thetwo Terms which theſe two men take their texts and 
talk from, to prove Swearing /awful! uncer the Goſpe/ , from 
C briits Example, he was ſo nigh it, as to be fummon'd before 
thePrie3ts mn order to itzyet he was not actually offered,nor had 
as yet atiually ſuffered, & lo not attxally put an end to the Law, 
which till he had , he was under the Pedagogy of it, a> the 
Jews were, and therefore might uſe ſome ſuch (wearug as 
was uſed under the Law, and that be no warraut neither fot 
us zow to ſwear, who together with him that was once made 
#ider it himfelf, are »ew redeemed from under the Law, to 
under the Goſpel, and are wow no more «xder the Law , but un- 
der Grace, Rom.6.14., The Heir himtelt under age y differs no! 
from a ſervant, though. Lord of all, but 3s. uader Tutors and/Go- 
VeEnoOrs,C fo we, when children, were in bondage to the Elements 
of the world; but n hen the fulne(s of time was come,God [ent forth ht 
Son,made of a woman, made under the Lawgto redeem them that were 
under the Law, that we might recerve the adoption of ſons, Gal. 4-1, 
2,345» Sothatif Chniſt had ſworn before-he was offered, 
yet toargue thus; Chrii# while under the law, a little befare. be dy- 
ea, aid [wear therefore may weiſwear now under the Goſpel ,, is as 
poor a piece of proof, as to ſay ,. Chriſt under the law before he 
dyed, was circumciſed, hed two T urites offered for bim, eat the Paſs+ 
over ju5t before he was betroyed, and was ſubjett to other Rudimeats 
ard Ceremonies of the law; therefore we now nnſt be circremciſed in 


fleſh offer facriſ.ceeat the Paſſaver carnally,and be (ub ett'ts the a her 


.carzal Ordinauces of the Lewy ia thiſe dayes of the Goſpel. 


But ſecond/y,, Howbeit HS, fayes, ſome (of whom him- 
{c]f ſurely is one , orelſc ic weie filly in him ro cite orher 
mens ?h:zk-ſo*s, which are not his own, in proſecution of his 
own Argument) de OLI Cot Verily, Verily, = 44 

A+ 41; 
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Oath : Yet verily, and of a truth *ris but their 'bare, #ywar- 

rantable, and groundleſs thought; which bare thonght alfo H:D. is 
ſo far from backing with any matter of evidence to prove it 
ſound, that he rather falls back from it, ſinking through this 
meer ſwppoſition, (iz, If Chriſts Verily be wot an Oath ) at laſt 
into no other then this (lender Poſition, (viz. Yet its mire 

then Yea and Nay) In which he miferably miſtakes himſelf 

too; for though { as to degree, Which varies notthe »ature of 

any thinz) it's a mvre ſtrong one, yet (as to its nature) its no 

more then a ſtrong Aſſeveration, which amounts no more to 

the nature of an Oath, then Teaor Nay does: Qrif H.D. and 

others, who impoſe it upon usto ſwear, will needs have it ſo 

that Verily, Verily, is an Oath, we are willing to any truth we 

reſtifie, whether in an Aſertory, or Promiſory way , before ei- 

ther Magiſirates, orany other wen, to do it under that form 
of Verily Verily,might that be taken; but we have experience 

ſufticient, that ſo-z#ch as that, and nwth more, will in'no wiſe 
ſfatisfie H,D, who figtits without an Adverſary in quarrelling 
with the Ovikers, as un-free to ſay verily, verily ( for they are 

free to that) or thoſe Magiſtrates whom:the Quakers have to 

do with;for how free ſoe*'re-any of usare to aſſure them with 

Verily, Verily, that is toſay, Truly, Truly , * which lyes in the 
Yeazthat we have noevil intents toward the now King, and 

both truly and fincerely to:acknowledge him, before any 0+ 
ther man,to be the right Heir to theſe his Kingdoms; and to 
profe(s, teftifieand' declare in our Conſcientes before God and 
the World, againſt the Pope, That the Pope neither of himfelf, 
wor by any Aathority of the Church or Sea of Rome , or by ary 
#ther means, hath any Power or Authority to depoſe the King , or to 
drfpoſe of any of his Kingdoms or Domimons, or to authoriſe any Por - 
ra:on Prince to invade, or annoy him, or his Countreys or to diſcharge 
any of his Subjelts of their obedience to him or to give licenſe or leave 
ro any of them to bear arms, raife tymmlt, or to offer anywnolence or 
hurt to hus Perſon , State or Governmint » or to any of hys ſubjetts 
within bis Dominions,and to deelar®from our hearts, according to our 
often profeſſed and publiſhed Principle , That , notwithſtanding any 
Declaration, or ſentence of 'Excomtmmunication or Deprivation made or 
graned,or to be madg or granted by thePope or his ſweceſſors,or by ut y 
Au thority 
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Aathority derryed, or pretended to be dexived from him or his Sea, a« 
gat the ſaid K wg, his Heirs or Succeſſors z or any of the Pepes 

olutions of the ſaid Subje&s from their obedience; yer we 
wilt be ſa:tbful, truſty and peaceable romards him and all men, 
&, though for Conſcience-ſake we cannot take up Arms nor 
Carnal Weapuns for our ſelves norany man , yet in what 
wayswe are capable with good ConſciencetoGod,we wil ſeek 


- tolecure bim againſt all Traiterous Corffiracies and Attempts made 


againſt hins or any 18an, by reaſon or colour of any ſuch Fopiſh Sentence 
or Declaration; And to declare, that we do from onr hearts abhor de- 
teſt and renounce as Impious and Heretical , this dawmable Do- 
ftrine and Poſition, That Princes which be excommunicated or depri- 
ved by the Pope, may be deprived or murdered by their Subjeits, or a« 
#y ak whatſoever ; Andto declare as in the ſight of God, who 
is Vituefs that we Hye not, and knows the tr#th of our hearts, 
and in the preſerceof the ling God, which H. D. ſays atlealt 
is an Oath, ( for an Oath # nothing elſe but & Religions Promiſe, 
quoth he, p, 3.) our real mtentions as much as #4 poſſible, and in us 
lies, to live peaceably with bhizs and all men, and to wrong, injure, de- 
fraud nor him, nor any man, &c. and to ſubmit aur ſelves to 
every Ordizance of man for the Lords ſake , whether King as Su- 
pream, or thoſe that are ſent of bins for the puniſhment of evul=doers, 
and the praiſe of them that ds well; and to be ſubje& in Cizil 
things, to all ;»/f Laws made by that of Ged in the Confcis 
ence; and where «juſt Laws are made, to ſuffer patiently with- 
out Rebellion or violent refftance; which is (uch a paſſive, as18 
rqmyalent to other mens attive obedience. 

Yet all this, thoygh moſt ſub/?aztial, (if accepted by HD.) 
ſhal in no wiſe be accepted by thoſe Oath-1rzpoſers with whom 
H.D, and 1.Fves tide aginſt us , unleſs there be a conforming 
to the Ceremonions Cuſtoms of the Nations , which are vaiz, fo 
as tO ſwear upon a Bible, and kiſi the Book, and lay one Finger at 
leaft upon it,and to be ſworn by So help me Ged,and the Holy E= 
warngelit,and his holzGoſpel, which (though the Copy of it may) 
is more þ;ritual then to have Carne! hands laid ou it, and a 
number of ſuch ſuperſtitions ſuperfluities, which iflued forth 
from the Womb of that diſmal Darkzeſs, which dwelc bere Til 
thetime of che Popes wndue Power over this Nation 3 which 

C2 R omiſh 


—s 


ww # 
ns 


als (18) | 
Komijſh veliques all true Proteſtants againſt his Peter, may im 
theſe dayes of Light be aſham'd of ; yea, tliough they cell us 
it's Oath enough to aſſert , deny, or promiſe as 1» Gods preſence, 
and'to ſay, God i Witneſs that we lye nor; yer if our Teitimos 
ny be given forth freely from our felves in any ſuch formas 
this; that is not hex own'd for ſwearing by themſelves who do 
fo call it, if the Bok be not fixgered : Witneſs the caſe of one 
Friend call'd a Quaker, who calling God to Witneſs, See (quoth 
the Magiſtrate) he ſwears: But when the ſaid Friend replyed 
thus; Wil yecakethat foran Oath? *Swould notrther be own'd 
as an Oath by the ſaid Magiftrate who fo calPd it; and if any 
Hariſirate thu City ortelſewhere , upon the reading hereof, 
knows afſuredly that I ſpeak of biz, I ſpeak of þ/m indeed. 

2. Howbeit F. Ives (not, for want of Ignorance) Alerts, 
That the High+Prieſt's charging of Chriſt by the living God to 
ſay whether he were the Chri/t, was a charging Chriſt to ſwear, 
and that Chriſt anſwering, when he was charged by him,did 
fmear , and ſo that Chriſt”s ayſwer was an Oath ; yet to 4ny 
bur ſuchaone whom the fear of Sufferingdrives to ſwear,and 
the ſhame of ſwearing drives by hook or crook to defend it when 
he has done, Theſe two things ate clear enough : 1, That 
neither the High-Prieſt did command Chriſt to ſwear. 2.That 
Chit in his Anfwer tohim did 2t ſwear at all, as F, I. more 
(rang! yY then clearly ſuggeſts he did. | I, faies the High- 
Frieſt adjured him by the living God ;: or ( as it is (quoth he) in 
plain Engliſh)he charged him to ſwear by the Irving God. 2. That 
ro this Adjuration Jetus anſwers, T hou ſayeſt, or [ am 3 and (o 
(ware, 

, Rep. Both theſe two things are falſe. 1, The High-Prieſt 
did not charge him to (wear by the living God, 2, He did not ſwear 
by the Irumg God, 

In proof of the firſt, that the High-Prieft did charge Chriſt 
toſwear, F,F. inſiſts at large on the word adjare ; for to ad- 
7wre ( quoth he p. 2.) in plain Exgli(h is to charge one to ſwear 3 
or, to exatt an Oath : The Hroh-Prieſt adjured Chriſt by,&c. Beza 
— }) more plainly _ it, Charged him to ſwear by the li- 
ving God. 

Kop, Both F. I. and Beza alſo are beſides the bufineſs ; for 
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howbeit the Greeb word C20 Engliſht, / A7'ure,yec it's 
not abſolutely neceſſary ic ſhould be (© ( as it muſt be, if ic 
be deninſtratie of F. Þ; Aſſertion.) but as4t ay and doth (i = 
nifte triftly to Adjere ;. lo it properly may, and often doth figni- 
fie to charge,command, or 95lige one, as by-Wordyor Promiſe one- 
ly : for 3-xi/» being either of «oy» tocouftes ; ar (as ſome ) 
of 2% a bon1, or lint ; ltgniftes or:gizally co bird, limit, c91- 
fine, or engage 012 any way; v1z. as by bure prom:te as well as 
Oath : Andnolels doch f». Tom's in a muinner plainly inti- 
mate and confels, to the confurarion of himfelf in his 7-:niat 
talk for ſwearing, by (aying that Pauls cnarge rothe Church, 
1 Theſ.5. 27. where the word $47 is_uled and rendered 
L Charge;% thoſe his ewo charges to Tmmthy,1 Tim.6,13,2Tim, 
4-1, where the. words Nav 227v30u grand miezyys aw are uſed, 
& Engliſhed, I charge, are all alike,for-the rwo lalt Greek, words 
are ar molt no more then to exgage one , as 111 rhe ſight 
of ſome Witneſs, (Godor Man ) or tolemnly to charge or cams 
mand, not (o ſtriitly as to ſwear one, though »ui{o may be taken 
in the more moderate Lenſe, :..e, any way ro charge one,as well 
as in-thact rigid way of ſwearize, and is at molt no-more then 
thus, vis, [exon thee as ftrittly as if thaw hail(t promiſed or ſworn, 
Moreover its moſt evident'to the contradifion_ of F. [yes 
and Beza alſo, fron whom, and Ainſworth meer Opinion, if 
not male-Conſtruttion, he furtively ferches ewa or three of his 
forry hifts, wherewith to ſalve the abſurdity of this 'own + ſorry 
ſaymgs; that to ad/ure (if we renderigi inthat firith ſenſe) 
is not (as Fl. ſayes it is) mm plain Engliſh to,charge one to ſwear, or 
exatt an Oath, and that the High Prieſt did nor ( as Beza fayes 
he did ) charge Chriſt to ſwear by the living Gad ;- For if the 
phraſe p [ adjure thee by God, be to,charge or command one to 
ſwear by God, then to ſay I adjure thee by Feſws ,, is to command 
one to ſwear by Jeſs; which ſence is as 45ſwrd, as *twould be 
moſt abſurd to read that paſſage where the /Vagabond Fews imi- 
cating Pau/, charged the evil ſpirits in the Name of Jeſus to 
come out of men, Att 19.12;13. thus, viz. We charge you to 
ſwear by Jeſus whom Paul preacheth 3 for *twould ſuppoſe the 
whole deſign of thoſe Exorciſts was to cauſe the evil ſpirits to 
ſmear by Feſus, whereas their de/ign was to cauſe them to depart 


out of the men; and *twould ſuppoſe that the commands of 
Paul, 
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(20) 
Paul, Aits 16,18. 1 Theſſ.5.27. 1 111.6,13.17, 2 Ti,4.1.,who 
ſayes to the Theſſaloxians,to Timothy,to the Spirit of D;vination 
(reſpe&ively) #g1i2s Vuas, Tag :ſyineo oe, da raprveuat, Fadinre 
or charge you that this Epuſtle be read, 8c. [ charge thee in the ſight 
of God, or before God and C 'briſt, that thou preach, that thou keep the 
Command without ſpot, tha: thou come ont of the Maid, ( which Jo. 
Tombs himſelt ſays were charges all alike ) I fay, *twould ſup- 
poſe that Pauls charges there, were not charges of the foreſa14 
charged ones, to do the things which he commanded them to 
do resþeftively; but commands or charges of them only to ſwear 
by God and Chriit Feſws, thatthey would do them ; which to 
falrols is abſurdity in the abſtratt, 

[c being ſo then ( as is evident againſt F, Ives bare conje- 
ure to the contrary ) that to ſay, 7 adjure, or charge thee By, 
Before, or 1m the ſight of the Irving God,, is not Tcharge thee to 
ſwear by the living God, or | exaGt an Oath of thee ; it wil con= 
ſequently follow, that to anſwer Yea, or Nay to him that 
ſhould ſay, I adjure , or charge thee before Ged to (peak-to 
a Caſe in Queſtion; is not to ſwear, Or to take an Oath, as F, I. 
ſuppoſes (who (put his words together) fates, 7s a»{wer to 4 
matter when one is Adjured, a\ias,Charged by the living God;though 
it were but Yea, or Nay, or Amen, 1s 4s ſolemn an Oath, ar if one 
ſware by the living God mith his awn mouth, That ;f the Fudge in 
our Common-Law.ask.a-queſtionof a party f morn, and teftifying his 
conſent tothe Oath, by his kiſſing ard laying his bund op the Book, 
and the party do but aiſwer, and groen his teftingeny in naked afſer- 
Hons, without ſaying," 1 (wear by the Lord, 'or by the Oath 1 
have caken, or the like, his bare arſmering to the Queſtion, 13 a5 
much as if he had pronounced an Oath with the higheſt aſſeverations 
that could be thought on, Þ, 3, 4-.) 48 F- 1. ( having pinw'd 
his Faith firſt upon Atmſworths fleeve) taies p. 3. Heconld wiſh 
this were ſeriouſly conſidered by thoſe that make conſcience of Oaths, 
as if himſelf were now grown paſt making: conſciexce of 
chem, ſo 1 could wiſh this were as ſeriouſly conſidered by F.I, 
himſelf, and thoſe whom ke would have co-make 0 conſcr- 
ence of Oaths, that if it be foasF. J. afferes it isin our Com 
mon Courts, then ſo many ſevere! anſwers as the party (once 
ſworz) makes by Yea, or Nay,to the Judges queſtions, ſoma» 
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ny ſzveral Oath: with the h:gheſt aſeverations that can be, are 
by him taken ; and fo if heanſwer Tre, cr Nay, an hundred 
times, being fo many times askt in che caſein hand ( asone 
Wirneſs may be at one Courr ) he takes no leſs then an hun- 
dred ſolemn Oaths, and ſo his firſt Oath ( he once afſenting to 
ſwear) hke ſth, which is ever of a multiplying nature, when 
man once begins tofall underit , ſpawns ic ſelf quickly in. 
ro an hundred ; and conſtderatrs confiderandis, Our Courts of Fu- 
dicature, which H, D, and F. 1. will both confeſs oughe to be 
places of puniſhment for that common ſwearing,or ſwearing com- 
wonly, ordinarily, wholly, frequently ( as H.D, frivolouſly de- 
ſcants upon that phraſe of Chriſt, Swear not at all, Mats, ) 
which oxdinary,common,frequent Swearing all men grant 
alſo Chrift there forbids , will rather appear to be the moſt 
common plazes of ſwearing commonly, PRwP , ordinarily, that 
arein all the Land beſide them, And-beftdes F,Zs inſtance 
in the Oath in our Common Law,reaches not the caſe he brings 
it in evidence of, for there the party anſwering is ſuppoſed 
by F.1. firſt to be ſworn by his own conſent , aud then to anſwer 

yeaor yay; but the cafe in hand ſuppoſes the party onely an« 
fwering 1e4 or ay , toone that ſaies, 7 adjure thee, without 
-ſhewing his conſent to the 'others «adjwration , by that aſſent: 
Ceremony, which Fil, when he was charged to ſwear, declare 
his afert by,of kiſſing and fingering of a Bible, which 1fF.7. (for 
cuſtoms ſakg) had rior done, he would have found the Court 
he [ware in would not havecounted him a perſon ſworn ſuffici- 
eittly to their fatisfaftion, had they ſaid, We adjurethee, we. 
charge thee 'totel] us whether thou rezounce the Pope, and wilt 
be true ro the King, yea or nay, and f.I. anfwered, yea, or [ will, 
no lefs han an hundred times over, 

So we ſee that if Chriſt had anſwered , / am (as For, Ives 
falſly Cayes he did) tothe High Prieſt, when he ſaid, I adjwre 
thee by the living God to tell'me whether thou be the Chriſt, or not, 
he had not ſwor»;fith by that word, / adjure thee; he ſaid (in 
effet) no more then / command , or-charge thee, as 1n Gods 
preſence , as ſtrictly as if thou hadſt promiſed or ſworn z 
and its filly to think that Chriſtwho ſayes,- Swear n9t at all, 
no not by Heaven, for its Gods throne, which whoſo ſwears by, 

fears by him, even God that ſitsthereov;/Marth 18, mould ſwear 
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by the /;2/y7 God chat he was Po Chrif , at the command op 
charge of the High-Prieft that was his Iaferior, { as being bus 
che Type of þimielf) to tell him whether he was ſoor no, 

But ſecondly, in very deed when all is done,there's no ſuch 
matceras J./. atiirms; forwhen the Prieſt barely acked him 
onely whether he was the Chriſt, or not ; he anſwered, / am; 
In that place of FJ. 1's own quoting (which had he not been 
in hafle, he mighc have ſeen alſo AZarh 14.7.) but when 
che Prieſt ſaid, 1 ad'ure thee by the I,ving God, he is recorded by 

Matthew, Mat.26.,63. as anſwering not, / am (as 7.1. faies 
he did ) but 7 houſaieſt; which ſeems to be a waving of all 
poſirive axſwer rather thenſuch a poſitive a»ſwer,as,Tam,which- 
yet had hefaid, he had not ſworn. Thus as hethat's blizd 
cannot ſee; fo he who is not. canot but ſee the ſhuffling. ways 
whereby HD, but ſpecially 7. 7. ſeeks to-prove Chrilt to 
haveſworn, that he may ſhroud and ſhelter himſelf from che 
itorm of his guilty Conſcience, under ſome Shrub, under a 
ſhadowy ſhew of Chriſt's example, when he had ſtooped to 
mans command, contrarily unto Chriſt's, | 

The other examples ſrom whence H.D, and 7.lyesendea- 
v(ur te prove the lawfulneſs of ſwearmg zow, are thole of 
K ings, Prieſts, Prophets, righteous and holy men of God 1n old time, 
as Abimelech , Abraham, David, and others , 1 hich they bela- 
bour themſelves tono purpoſe , . fince this was all under the 
Law, under which (atnong thoſe that were underit) we de- 

Ny not- that ſwearing to be in ufe,which hath now nouſe nor 
place among chem that are not; under the doxinion of the 
Law, but ##nder Grace f and the teachings, power and dom:z on of 
Gods Grace, which-redeems from the {rife , and other fl:ſhly 
works, which ic is one of : Vhich conliderarion capigres J./'s 
Fifth Reaſon for ſwearing, Vit. Becauſe ſtrife co Pg there's 
«s ranch need of Oarhs, the uſe of which is to endiit., as ever there 
4, quoting Heb.6.16. An Qach amoiig men for Canfirmation, 1s 

41; end of ll ſtrife. | 
Rep. 1+ Toſay. nathing how much our Courts are in that 
caſe of 7-ythes, belige che end of Oatos ,.,1t that be therrue 
ed thereof, te exd ſtrife; hinge they uſe Oaths to begin 'the ſtrife 
with, for if a-man will-nor.ſwear how many. 77p-,and Ducks, 
und Hers, ailth Feg2,-and Pirgs, Ge. hehath had 1 ſo many 
years together,they admic hum norco an{verto his Pla nt iff, 
Ai 
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An Oath when uſed toits right end, 7, e. toevd ſtrife, is ſo 

uſed awong men onely in the fall, who live in hatred, variaxce, 
frife, and tuch deeds of darkneſs and the fleſh, but not among 
the Saints, that are ſaved from it , and live in /ove and peace, 
and do ( as Chriſt Diſciples are bid to do) to others as they 
would be doxe by, and no evil nor injury to any, which they 
would not have done to themſelves, which is the ſum of the 
Law and the Prophets,&c, For here both the Law, which is 
owned by us as good in its place; bur is not for the righteons, 
but the wwighteous, and murderers, ſtealers, Fc. hath no place, 
nor Oaths, nor Lawyers neither, who can liveno longer in 
that calling of cheirs, which they much corrupe and ſpoil, 
as blind Prieſts do the Goſpel, then while men live in trefþaſſes 
and vs; For if men liye by the /zght of Gods grace in their 
own hearts, which hath appeared to all men, bringing ſal- 
vation to them from the fin, leading and teaching ſuch as 
learn of it, to deny ungedlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live godly, 
righteouſly and ſoberly in this preſent world ; they will need no 
longer (as the World doch, while it chulſes co lie in Wicked- 
neſs, and in the bondage of its own corruption ) to throw 
away their eſtates on Lawzergto end their frifes about them, 
nor to be ſuch ſlaves to their own wills and'luſts, as co ſpend 
2.0./.,upon them, to recover 20. 5. for themſelves; - but will 
ſee ( as ſome have done. who have been where others now 
are) the way our of ffrife, which is the Light ; and come to 
that /ove, 1n#ocency, honeſt y,righteowſneſ?, peace and pity to them- 
ſelves, and one another, as ſhall ex4 all frife without Oath-) 
or more ado: Yea to.ſee that in.the Lighr of the Gofpe/,which 
under the, Law was notfeen by Prophets and righteous men, 
while under that Pedagogy : Yea, as Chriſt (aitt to his Diſci- 
ples, fo fay I tothole that are curn'd to learn of him oxy 
Bleſſed are your eyes, for they ſee, and your ears, for they bear, for 
verily I | ay unto'yan, that mary Prophets and Righteous men in for- 
mer dayes of the Law, have deſired to ſee and hear thoſe things which 
Je do, and jet have neither (een nor beard then. 

And this abave may terve. fora return to.F.D. who inſiſts 
much on it, that this Teſtimony that an an Oath is to end ſtrife, 
z# after the Law; the Apoſtle ſayes _ doſwear; and I have writ- 

Fey; 
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ten do ſwear ( quoth he) becauſe the Gree,word Heb. 6. 16: i ;y 
the preſent tenſe, andthe rather, becauſe one Preacher,perſmwading his 
Hearers againſt all ſwearing , told them it onght to be read did 
{wear, and was a confirmation, #97 Ife 

Rep. Who that was, I know not; I can afford to grant it's 
written doand &, and yet give H,D. and 7. [v:s no ground 
in their controverſie againſt us; againſt whom in two re- 
ſpe&s that conſideration of Oaths being uſed in Pau/s time, 
can't prove the /awfu{neſs of them among the Saints, either 
then or now; there were many cuſtoms in uſe, and contended 
for by many Naturaliſt, about which the Apoltle ſays, But if 
any man liſt to be contentions; yet we have no ſuch cuftom , nor the 
Churches of God. *Tis but among men till, though *was in the 
ApoSt les dayes, and now is, and not among the Saints and true 
Churches of God, which are i» God, who is /ight and love, and 
not in the exmity, the curſe and ſtrife, where the oaths are uſed; 
among men under the Law, and ſo under the curſe, as all are 
that live in ſz and ſtrife, but not among Saints, who walk 
and live in, and are led by the Spirit, and bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit , /ove, joy, peace , meekneſs, &c. 
ſuch are not under the Law, but Grace; and again ſuchthere 
#5 noLaw, Rom,6.14. Gal-5.18.23, - 

But H.D. and /.1. makes much a-do, to as little effeft, to 
evince it, that the Apo#Fle Pan/ himſelf ſware , yea and that 
very frequently too : Some have noted it (quoth H,D, p.5.) as 
frequent with the Apoltle Paul in ſerious matters to uſe ſuch expreſ=* 
ſons 44 are equivalent to an Oath, as Rom. 1,9. Godis my Wit- 
nels whom Tſerve, &c, with many more of the like nature, which 
are well. kyawn to you. And quoth F, 1. pag.9. 10. (as one cf his 
brown-paper Pellets againſt our proof of »o ſwaring, from 
Matth.5.34. )ſome ſuch ſwenring asmas commanded under the Lay, 
zot onely Chritt, but the ApoFtle Paul 4d both prathice and enjoyn, 
ufing his words, 2 Cor.11.19. As the truth of Chrift ts in me, 
Rom.1.9. God is Witneſs, Phil.1.8. God is my record. 1 Cor, 1, 
23. I call God to record upon my foul-Rom. 9. 1. 1-fpeak, the truth 
by Chri#t, ( quoth J, 7, becauſe Beza ſayes ſo; though it is 
ice, in Chriſt, moſt properly inthe Greek )) 7 /ye not , my 
£on[cience beareth me witneſſe in the. holy Spirit 3 (there be = : 
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ders iy right,in,and not by; and why not in the former part of 
the verſe?) Gal,1,20.Before GodT le mt: And as they prattis'd 
ſwearing, ſo they did exabt it 1 the like ſolemn caſes upon others; for 
ro adjure (quoth Jl.) to exall] an oath oy charge one to ſwear, 
2 Tim.4,i. Paul charged Timothy before God; and Thefl. 1. 5. 
27. 1 charge you by the Lord that this Epiſtle be read; Bera reads it 
Adjuro vos per Dominum , [ charge thee to ſmear by the Lord : 
cothis agrees that of the High-Priet who ad'ured Chriſt, Now 
;f all (wearing ow were forbidden by thoſe two Texts, Mar. 
5.34. Jam.5.12; the Apoſtle would neither have done it, nor char- 
ged others ſo to do. 

Rep. t, Thar to uſe ſuch expreſſions as theſe above was 
frequent with the Apoſtle is well known to us indeed, as HT. 
D. faies but that this was at all ſuch ſwearing as is contended 
for by H,D. and 7. 1, who hath ſworn upon a Book,, and kiſſed 
it { as the cuſtom is ) I am yetignorant, and yet not ſoigno- 
rant as togive ſuch an Antwer as F. /. ſaies ſoxze do for want of 
a better, wiz, That the Apoſtle did evil in ſwearing ; for I as verily 
believe, as F. /. ſaich he himſelf deth in the ſame place, That 
he that will ſwear wickedly,and contrary to Gods Law(& ſo he does 
in my judgment that ſwears at all, fith Chrif, Mar. 5.33.34, 
&cforbids it ixws omninogin any wiſe,or altogether)the ſime wil 
Lye alſo upon occaſion : yea 'tis my Faith, and the Faith of 
ſome who are ſet to ſwear others alſo, that thouſands of thoſe 
who now ſwear ont their preſent and future ſahfalreſs to the 
King,for fear of fome malicionsMagiſtrate that exaRs it, out of 
envy more then any true love to him, would for all their ſwea- 
ring prove more «nfaithful,if occafion ſhould happen ſuitably 
to their hopes of ;#ſurrettion in arms againit him, then choſe 
Thouſands of Quakers who living in the true fear and /ove of 
God, can in conſcience neither for fear or 7ove of themſelves 
or any man, either rake up arms at all for themſelves againft 
King, or any man, or, to eſcape the loſs of all they have, ſwear 
at all, 

But the Anſwer T give ſhal be as follows : 

1. Some things ( though ſwearing is noneof rhem ) Pas! 

did by permiſſion then, which we are not ow to do becauſe he 


£ vid them, witneſs his c;rcume jg Timothy, having hishead and 
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raking a Vow upon him according to the Law, Aﬀ.16,3. 21,23,24, 
25. which-things were parts of the Law, then (by right ) a= 
boliſhed, in favour ofthe Jewes weaknels, who yer could not 
bear the aftual abolition of them 3: For as for the Gentiles that 
believe we command ( (ay the Apoſtles ) rhat they obſerve no ſuch 
thing : So that if Oaths had then been ( d- fafto) uſed by the 
Apoſtles, that of it (e/f would not prove they vow are ( de jure ) 
co be uſed by us. . 

But 2. That Pas! either ſware,or exaed Oaths upon others 
1 deny, 

« to his not enjoining Or exa7ing ſwearing on others, 
which F,1, draws by che head and ſhoulders from the place 
where Pau/ ſaies tothe Theſſalonians and Timothy, 1 charge you 
by the Lord, I charge thee before the Lord ( in which places (quoth 
he) he charges them to ſwear by the Lord ) 1 have (aid ſo much 
before, thac here 1 ſhall add onely this conſideration, viz. 
That Paw/did not chargethemto ſwear there, but to read bis 
Epiſtle, and to preach the Word, 2. If he had commanded 
them to Swear, cr exated an Oath of them, his command was 
not anſwered by them; For {hal we think theThbeſſalontans did 
ſwear to him,that they would read his Epiſtle, before they did 
read it, or that Tawothy ſware to him that he would preach 
the Word, before he preached it ? Oc if they ſware not to him), 
did they ſwear before any other that were his Proxiesat that 
diſtance which they were in from him', who was at Arhens 
when he wrote to the Theſſaloztans, and at Rome when he 
wrote to Timothy, then Biſhop among the Epheſians? And if 
there were no Repreſenta:ives of his perſon then with them, 
torenderthe Oath to them, then it appears, That F, *s eies 
are out, who cannot ſee that the commands of Pan! to them, 


which they ( refpeftively) obeyed, were to read his Epiſtie, and 


preach the Word, and not to ſwear thar they would doſo, 
24ly, As to Pauls own ſwearmg, though I will not ſay ( as 
F.I. ſayes ſome lay) he did evil in ſmearing, ( for he ſware not ) 


yet in ſwearing he had done evil, had he {worn in thoſe many - 


expreſſions wherein H.D: and F.1. affert he did ſwear; and 
no leſsthen this, H. D. and F. 7, muſt be forced to confeſle 
with me (if cach of them will ow his ows Brok.in other pla- 

ces.) 
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ces) for H.D. and F.7. (as bufie asthey be in banding againſt 
our interpretation of Chrifts Prohibition wniverſally againſt 
ſwearing at all, a\lowing ſwearing only before Magiſtrates to 
end ſtrife ) yet they both confeſs, that at leaſt it extendsto 
the forbidding of ordinary , frequent, or commn ſwearing , or 
ſmearing in our common communication, when we are not called 
before Magiſtrates : But if Paul did ſwear (o ofcen asJ.7 pre- 
ſents him to us as ſwearing, in the many Epiſtles of Parl above 
cited by him; and if it were ſo frequent with Paul to wſe expreſ- 
ſons equal to an Oath(that is to lay, to uſe Oaths) as H.D.lays 
ſome have noted, it was from Rom.1.9. with many more of like na» 
ture; then he lad come under the guilt of that, ſwearing com- 
monly, ordinarily, frequently, or in his common communication with 
the Saints, and in his Lerters to them, uncall'd coi by any 
Magiſtrate , which kind of ſwearing , theſe two ſtrict ſtickers 
for Oaths in ſome caſes, do both confels, are by Chrilt Mate. 
5.33-34.condemned and forbidden. 

Obj. But quoth ].7,p,1o. If calling God to witneſs what we 
ſay, be not (wearing, [ confeſs I am 1gnorant what (wearing 15; but 
if ut be, then ut was not onely uſed unaer the old, but nud erthe News 
T eſtament. 

Rep, If it be not, then J.I,. ſtands condemned here under 
hisown hand, as ignorant of what Swear:zg #, and ſo is unfic 
to meddle ſo much as he hath done in chat matter,who(wit- 
neſs his Ticle-page ) takes on him coopen that great Caſe of 
Conſcience about the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of ſwearing: But 
if it be, then (methinks) H.D. and J. I: thould fic Ill, and 
ſave themſelves the labour of writing ſo much as they do 
againſt the Quakers, in vindication of the /awfu/reſs of ſome 
ſmearing; for ſuch ſwearing ( if they will needs have it to be 
ſwearing) as Paul uſed when he ſaid, God is my witneſs ; God #5 
my record; I call God to record; | fpeakthe truth in Chriſt , 1 lye not; 
wy Conſcience beareth me witneſs in the holy Spirit, and ſuch like, 
the Quakers gainſay in ſolemn caſes no more then them- 
ſelves; yet they have put themſelves ro ſo much pains, as to 
prove the lawfu/neſs of that, the /awfulneſs of which, we know 
none that do deny, 24ly, If it be, then, methinks the wiſe, 


prudent and poremt impoſers of the Oath upon the I —_ 
others, 
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others, who have been ever willing to expreſs their Renuntia« 
tions of the Pope, and all forreign Powers, and their Fidelity to the 
King , by any of thoſe ſtrong 4 ſſeverations , Os fervent Ex- 
= IM which Paxl uſed,and JI. calleth Oaths, ſhould accept 
of the like from them; bur that they neither donor will, ag 
they would not haveaccepted the like from Jer, Ives him 
(elf, ſo as to have excuſed him from falling under the dan- 
ger of the likePremwnire with ſuch as cannot conform to that 
ceremonious kind of ſwearing,which he hath ſworn in, without 
k:/ſing, and /aying one of their fingers at leaſt upon a Bible, 

Objeft. But, quoth J, 1, if any one ſhould a the truth of 

what he ſpeaks . after this rate ( meaning the rate at 
which Pa! ſpake in the places fore-cited ) what did 
I eleſs then Swearing ? However it were more then Yea 
ard Nay. : 

Reply; If it was more then Tea and Nay,as it was in found 
of words, but not in ſubſtance, ( yea and nay being*(poken 
ſolemnly as in Gods ſight, amounting in ſubſtance tono leſs 
then all that ) yet ic was leſs then ſwearing, however leſs then 
ſuch formal, cuſtomary, ceremonious, ſuperſtitions ſwearing,as that 
JL is found in, which was no leſs fooliſh, needleſs, vainand 
ſuperfluous, then it was ſuperſtitions, if leſs then that of rouch- 
ng and kiſſing the Bock, ( as aforeſaid ) might in the Court 
(where he was ſworn) have paſſed for ſwearing. 

So then allH.D,”s and F.7.'s inſtances in proof of Oathz,be- 
ing pra&tis'd and uſed in o/d time, before Chriſt, and ſixce, prove 
altogether uſeleſs to that purpoſe, 

Obj. But (quoth HD, p.4.) i i warranted not onely by Pra- 
Qice, but by Precept alſo, Deut.6. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord 
thy God, and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by his Name. 

Rep, Underthe Law it was ( as other types, ſhadows and ce- 
remonies alſo were 3 warranted not by prattice onely, but pre» 
cept alſo, bur ſtill wedemand , where is there either prattice 
of 1t, or precept for it among C hriſt and his Diſciples under the 
Goſpel? If there had been any precept for it ( for prattice of 
| have provedthere was none) among any but men (yer de- 
generate) n the New-Teſtament ſince the death of Chriſt, we 
thould ſurely have had it cited by H.D, in this, wherein he 
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food concern'd to have cited it above all other places of his 
Paper-work,, but fince he "mentions none here , we may ſafely 
take it for granted he had zoe to m2»tion; and fince H.D. a- 
mong all his O/d-T eſtament-talk for ſwearing ( which had been 
better ſþar'd then ſþ:/c in proof of what none denies) nor does, 
nor caz poſſibly produce one pittance of a precept for itin the 
New ; welhall rather adhere to Chriſts and his Apoſtles plain 
precept againſt it, or poſtrve prohibition of ic, in the two Texts, 
which theſe two men, H.D. and], I. ( as will be ſeen anon 
traduce, Mat,5.33,34-&c,Jam.5.12.then either to H_D's name 
leſs Scripture-Precepts,or }.I.”s deceitfulyſelf-ſaving ſhuffles,for a 

ra&ice thar is now as flatly forbidden (with other ceremonial 
cuſtoms of che Law) in the Gospel, as ever it was required in 
the Law. 

Obj. It ts alſo confirmed by Propheſies ( quoth H.D. p.4,,) the 
Prophets propheſie that ſome ſwearing ſhall be uſed inthe time of 
the New Teſtament ( quoth }).7. p, 9, of his piece of proof ) 
and to make good their ground againſt us who plead Chri//s 
Precepts, both theſe two Archers who plead o/d propheſies, 


' 2, Llnice their ſtrength, and diſcharge at us with one ſmngle 


firing, 21y. Leſt that ſhould prove too flenderfor ic, one{of 
them1z. . 7, has two more ſtr:»gs to his Bow, wherewith he 
hopes to carry the Cauſe without controul, x, They joint» 
ly urge that oze PR , Tſar. 65. 16. He that ſweareth inthe 
earth ſhall ſwear by the God of Truth, becauſe the former tronbles are 
forgotten, &c. the meer mention of vvhich H, D, deems e- 
nough, and therefore attally urges nothing from it ; but ).7, 
dilates at large upon ic, infifting o're and o're :1 that cir- 
cumſtance of time vvhich H.D. hints ( as that vvhere the 
ſtreſs lyes ) vyhich J. 7, thinks clears his caſe beyond al! con- 
troverſie. Here's a prophecie (quoth J.1I,) that foretells ſome 
ſvvearing ſhall be lawful in thoſe times that are to come ; after the 
Aſcention of Chri#t, and the death of the Apoſtle James, then he 
that ſwears (hall ſwear by the Ged.of Truth, T HEN when the fars 
mer troubles are forgotten, When ſhall that be!the 17 ver.reſolvs us, 
It (hall be when the New Heavens and: the New Earth are created, 
and the former Heaven and Earth is forgotten ; So that here is a 
Concatenation of Divine Trmths z- Men ſhall ſwear by the God of 
Tru 
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Truth, becauſe the former trowbles are forgotten 3 their former tydu- 
bles ſhall be forgotten, becauſe the former Heaven and Earth ſt all be 
forgotten: That this propheſie reipetted the times of the New-Te- 
ftament, let Peter witneſs, 2 Pet,3-13+ We look for a new Heaveny 
and a new Earth , wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs: So that theſe 
Scriptures foretell, that though wnder the former Heavens , and upon 
the former Earth men ſware by falſe Gods, yet i the trmes of ithe new 
Heavens and new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, men 
ſhall ſwear by the God of Ri hteouſneſs. Toall which, ſomewhat 
mult be ſaid by way of Reply. 

Reply; That this is ſpoken with reference to the time ofthe 
ew Heavens andEarth,l deny not; but I'deny that this clauſe, 
He that [weareth,ſhall ſwear by the God of Trmtb, is underſtood of 
ſwearing at all (formally and preperly fo taken ) much lefs ( as 
F.1, fayes *cis ') of ſuch ceremomons ſwearing, as was under the 
Law, and as F...(contrary to his former profeſſions, as I have 
heard ) contorms himſelf to now in this day of rhe Goſpel, 

1, Becauſe often the zame and phraſe,which is peculiar and 
proper only to the Type under the Law, is by the Prophets ſpea- 
king of che timesof che Goſpe/, attributed to the Anti-rype 
or Thing it ſelf chereby deciphered, yea how ordinary and u- 
ſal was it with the moſt Evangelical Prophets to ſpeak of Ee 
vangelical matters under the( ther ) »ſnal , though bur /egal 
phraſes, and to hold forth the ſubſtantial, eternal and everlaſt- 
12g Gofpel truths, under the dark,, ſhadowy forms of ceremoni- 
os and /ega/ phraſes, which if any ſhould now interpret as 
ſpoken ot the meer ceremony or figure, by the name of which 
3+ truth figured aut onely with reterence to Gofpel times is ex- 
preſs'd;one might thereby uſher in well nigh the whole bulk 
of outward eatings, drinkings, divers bapt iſms, circumciſion, paſſe= 
over, ſacrifices, and other carnal ordinances and ceremonions Rites, 
which belonged co that Pedagogy of the Jews, as well as that 
ceremony of ſwearing. 

—_—_ . and compare y 31.32,33, which none deny to 
be ſpcken of theGoſpe! glory,which tranſcends that of the Law, 
which is done away (though a g/ory) with v. 38; 39,40. Will 
any take that as ſpoken of the old /ega/ Ferufalem,that was in 
bendage with her children, and not of that onely which is absve, 
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ways CO» 


QA % Ot 


31 
free, and the Mother of all Saints ; for it's not a truth of the 
other, for it (though built after the Babyloniſh 'Tuines) was 
pluckt up, and thrown down agar. 

So Zach,14 from y.9.10 to the end. 

How are the Pots of the Lords Houſe now as bright as the 
Golden bowles before the Altar ; bur as thoſe that have /ies 4- 
mong the pots ( as black as they have been ) ſhall be as a Dove 
covered with ſilver, ard her feathers with yellow gold. 

So Ezek,36,25, Thereſpeaking of the Goſpel party] will 
Sprinkle clean water upon you and ye ſhall be clean, Will any think 
this is that water onely that puts away the outwardfilth of the 
outward fleſh ? 

So Ex:k,40.to the end of that Propheſie, The Temple Worſhip, 
Sacrifices,&orders of the holy City, of which its (aid, JehovehSham» 
m#h,the Lords there,are deſcribed under the /ega/ phraſes,and 
according tothe old ceremonial orders : Will the Baptiſt think 
therefore there's a material Temple made with hands?Rey.21. 
confuteth him, where its ſaid, / ſaw xo Temple there ; but the 
Lord God and the Lamb are the Temple of t, 

An hundred more there are of the like nature , yea all 
the Prophets ſpeak over the exterxaltype and ceremony of that 
eternal Trath which is oze, one ſacrifice, one paſſerver, one oath of 
God, which ends all rife and wrath to fuch as look to it, oxe 
circumciſion tor ever; and yet undcr the name of the temporal 
Type onely which was in the times of the Law,wherein they 
wrote, and whereinthoſe were uſed. 

Thatof C cum: fron was calld an everlaſting Covenant, and 
an everlaſting ſign in the. fleſn'of Abrahams Seed; yet we are 
that Seed, that Circumc:ſicn, they but the Concſton, and the 
baſtard Seed of ſcofting 1kmael, not of Iſaac, nor of Tſrael; yea 
in that very place of theſe mens quoting, and thoſe follow- 
Ing, many things are ſaid, which ( in w7ds ) ſound our the 
Laws, by which is intended onely the Ge#þe/-ſeryices,and the 
Gofpel-ſuperſiitions; He that ſacrificetha Lamb , cuts off a Dogs 
neck. ;. He that burns Incenſe, bleſſes an 1dol, n:w, as well as thex, 
it his ſonl delight in abomination ; yer the Sacrifices and Incenſe 
row, is not of fed Beaſts, and ſweet ſmells , but prayers and prar- 
{es, which who offers ro-God from an unclean conſcience, is 
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in it 4bomziration to the Lord, as the ſacrifice of the wicked is ever 
ſaid cobe, Prov.15.8, They that eat Swines fleſh, and the abo« 

mination, and the Mouſe, hall be conſumed, in the Anti-type thats 
done intheſe dayes , to which that Prophehe /timately re-. 
lates : I create Jeruſalem a rejoicing, her people a joy z yet the Je- 

ruſalem which then was, is NOW a curſe among Gods choſen, and 

her Name tranſlated unto theſe; Semblably he thar ſweareth 
in thoſe days, ſhall ſwear by the Godof truth,is nut ſpoken of the 
Ceremony which theſe times pradice, and theſe men plead for; 
bur of a ſ»b/tance, a peaking, ( though calld by char name of 
{wearing,whichwas the hadow)the truth from the heart,a Speaking 
17 r1chteonſneſs(chough by no more then yea & 2ay)in hisfighe, 
11 whom Gods oath and promiſes are all yea, or trath it ſelf, as 
Chriſt is ſaid to do, of whom rhe Saints are, I/a.63.1, a ſaying, 

(chough call'd a ſwearing )the Lord liveth,in truth, and in righ- 
reouſneſsin theſe days, by ſuch as know their Redeemer lim1ng. 

In old cimie there was a ſaying, calld alſo a ſwearing , the Lord 

tiveth, in falſhoold, ma 8 s and decert , by ſuch as know 

him not hving in themſelves, of whom God ſayes, Though 

Jt ſay God lives, yet ye ſwear falſly ;, 1. e. who though ye ſay the 

truth , yet ye know not that to be truth which ye ſay, 

while ye ſay ir, not feeling him living in your ſelves, Men 

ſware they by the God of Truth in a ſound of words , and cere- 

mOzious forms (though JI. ſayes they ſware by falſe Gods, 

as if they had not avall ſware by theGod of Truth)bur they 

did not ſwear by him in truth and righteouſneſs when they 

mentioned his Name, but in deceit, as a company of hypo- 

crites; ſo that God counted them as ſwearing falſly, when 

they uttered the very truth, 

And that thoſe Oaths theſe men plead as neceſſary to end 
ſtrife, are in no wiſe meant here, is evident by that very cir- 
cumſtance on which they inſiſt moſt ſtriftly in proof there- 
of, if conſidered bur a little more exatly, For x. whereas 
chey both intimaxe it, and F./. very ſtremouſly urges it as a 
clauſe zeceſſarily clearing the preſent /awful uſe of ſuch oaths, 
becauſe *ris foretold there fhall be ſuch ſwearing ; at that time 
{{ayes H.D.) THEN, yea T HEN (fayes J.[.)when Jacob and 
Tadahs former troubles , and the former Heavens and Earth 

ſhall 
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ſhall be forgotten, in the new Heavens avd Earth wherein dwe(- 
leth righteouſneſs, Any of thoſe wiſe men whoſe eyes are in thetr 
head: when the fools are abroad in the eds of the Earth , would 
from that ſelf-ſame clauſe have ſeen clear ground to conclude 
no leſs then the very contrary, 1. e. the #rlawfulreſs , becauſe the 
utter »ſe/eſneſs of any ſuch oaths at all in thoſe dayes, as among 
men are for confirmation ard end of ſtrife; ſeeing that very place 
expreſſes, that all the former troubles , which ariſe from /rrite, 
which is it ſelf che moſt rroubleſomethingto it, and the grovd 
ground of all other troubles in the World ( for where exyying and 
ſtrife us, there & the confuſion, and every evil work,, Tam, 3.14.15. 
16.) ſhall iz thoſe days totally be done away. See allo Kev. 21.1, 
I ſaw a new Heaven, and a new Earth, for the firſt were paſt away, 
and there was no SEA; thatis, trouble, ftlrife, toſſing, tempeſts, tu- 
mults, wars, hatred, nor contention. Where trouble is forgotten, 
or ended, there all /irife, which is its cauſe , muſt be forgotten 
and ended,( elſe as poſita caſa ponitur effettizs,mhere the caxſe is, 
the effett will bez ſo where ſtrife is, confuſion and tronble will be) 
and where all rife is forgotten and ended, there thoſe Oarhs, 
which theſe men plead for, the very evd of which is (as them- 
ſelves ſay )to exd all frife, mult neceſſarily ceaſe, exd, and be for- 
gotten allo, 

Again, this Propheſie ( ſay they truly enough) relates to the 
time of the new Heavens and Earth wherein dwelleth Righteouſ- 
»eſs, when the 0/d, wherein «»righteouſneſs dwelt, together with 
its unrighteonuſne ſs, is removed, Which if ſo, where ts any room 
or «ſe tor ſirife, and the oaths that are to end chem, when ſtrife, 
which is #»r:ghteouſneſs, and the root of all unrighteouſneſs is bu- 
ried in the borrowleſs pit from whence it came ? 

J] Ives argues p.11. in his fifth Reaſon (as is aboveſaid) from 
the berng of ſtrife, to the neceſſity of a being of Oaths to end them; 
but to run down and your that reaſo7, I ſhall render another rea+ 
ſon out of ]. 7's paper p.9. viz, in the /atter days, when the new 
heavens and earth are crearied , wherein dawelleth righteouſneſs , and 
former troubles are forgotten , there ſhall be no more of that «- 
righteonſneſs, thoſe fleſhly works, which /{ife is none of the leaſt 
partof; therefore no more need of Oaths then 30 end all 


firiſe, 
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Thus as of thoſe that argue againſt our Texet of perfecting 
holineſs (as to purging from ſin) here, from the neceſſity of ſins 
continuance in them to this end, that they may be kept humble,1 
would fain know, what need of ſz to humble, when perfett holi- 
neſs, which can't be without 1rue humility, whicli is « prime part 
of it, is brought in? and what ſhall become of Pr:4s, when a! 
fin, which it's ot the leaſt of, is done away? So of them that ſay 
in the ew Jeruſalem there's need of Oaths to end all [trife,] would 
as fain know (it they be able to tell me) what muſt become of 
all frife, (which is ſuch a tr2»/eſoms piece of unrighteouſneſs,and 
the r29t of all other trouble & unrighteruſneſs alſo)in the day when 
all ſ{zch ſin and rrauſgreſſion as ſtrife is, muſt be fiſhed and made 
an ead of, and nothing but the ever/afF ing r:ghreoſneſs brought 
in by Chriſt, who to ſuch as wait for it in his Light , is bringing 
zear that his r:ghteouſneſs, ſo that :t ſhall be revealed, and his ſal- 
vation from ſin ſo quickly, that it ſhall n2t tarry ? 

We lee then how theſe :79 me» make oe head agaiſt one mar, 
viz, H.Den and J, Tves againſt J, Ives, to puſh him down , and 
how both theſe men( well weigh'd):terfeer and hack their own 
ſhins, ſo as to come /:9p/2ghome in that lame cauſe they ven- 
rured out in : What need we any further witneſs againſt them? Ye 
your ſelves ( O people) who have but half an eye, and do not 
ſhut ic,may ſee their confuſion under their own hands;and how 
inſtead of building their houſe (as Wiſdom doth hers ) they have 
with folly pull'd it down with their hands, So (as H. D.and ].1, 
bath done)let all haſty Oppoſers of Chriſts plain Commands in print , 
when ( to ſave themſelves a whipping ) they have violated them, 
contrarily to their own comfort, if not their Conſcience , make 
Rods for their own tay/es, and ſond!y laſh themſelves with them 
when they have done. 

H.D. does no more (as to this point of Propheſie) in proof of 
Swearing; but ).I. doubles his Files, and fotits on as follows, 


9. 
me [. That Text Pſal,15.4 5 by many underſtood to refpet the 
time of the New-T eſtanent; and if ſo, then one of the great Quali- 
fications that is required of thoſe that ſhall dwell in Gods huly Hill, 
#1 that they ſhall ſmear to their own hurt, and change not. 


Rep 
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Rep. If ſo, that it relates to che New-Teſtament , as its un » 
derſtood by many to do? This is a ſwppoſition onely, therefore 
can be no ſound proof of the porut , unleſs F. 7. durkt lay ir 
down ina poſirrow, that ſo it is, 2. Yet (ro take it as F.I. would 
haveit) let F.I, conſider again whether this be one of the 
great qualifications that's required of ſuch as ſhall dwell in 
Gods þoly Hill, viz. that they ſhall ſwea# to their own hurt 2 Does 
God, or did he ever require any mari,on pain of excluſion from 
his holy Hull, to ſwear to his own hurt? Ft tayes (o, and the ſm: 
ple may believe every word that he ſayes;but the prudent will loo 
well to his going, And if F.1. (ayes I abnfe him in taking the 
two Clans aſ under that he puts rogether , affirming it a bleſſed 
duty when a man hath ſworz (though to his owx hurt) not to 
change, I grant that, unleſs it be fo that ( zo Oxh being any 
bond at all to any iniquity Ya man hath ſworn to doany fin, as [ 
do not ſay F./. hath in ſwearing to be peaceable toward the 
King (though I judge he hath ſo far finn*d i» ſwearing char, 
which, had he feared God more then mar, he ( ſpeaking the 
truth in his heart)ſhould bur have promny'd or aſſerted, rhat he 
may /awfully change, ſ0as to repent of his raſh att of ſwearing) 
otherwiſe, if a man have raſbly ſworn or ſpoken to his loſs or 
damage in outward things, ic appears by this place he had ber- 
ter keep that oath or word, then break, it : Bur whac will F.L. 
get by all this, if 2 ſwear in this Text were nor ( as in truth 
it is)to be underſtood che ſame way as 1n thar above ſpoken, 
VIS, TY in righteouſneſs, or uttering no more then the 
very truth from the heart, viz, thus much and no mire then we 
freely ds, and can afford togrant, namely, that this Text cong- 
mendeth in. no wiſe (much leſs commanderty)ſwearing,any more 
then Matth.5. which condemns it altogether as 3 G — y,bur 
onely condenmeth Forſwearing (a thing 1 uſe in thele days, and 
in faſh10z well-nigh as much as ſwearmng is ) which ſz of For- 
ſwearing (though its fear'd it may befall many ſeemmy Saints, 
that for haſt and fear, make no conſcience of forme ſwearingYboth 
we,and Chriſt alſo approves not in chat place, where hz down- 
rightly (as an ev1/) reproves the other. h 

F. 1{, Iſa.45,23. God ſweareth, That to him every kyee ſhall 
bow, andevery tongue ſhall DWrar ; and becauſe facred (wea = 
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by G OD # 4 confeſſling of Him » the Apoſile tranſlates every 
tongue (hall Confeſs, Rom.14.11. plainly exponnding the propheſie 
to relate to New-Teftament t191es. 

Rep, This F.1. faies proves what I ſaid above as fully as I 
need, or ca deſire to have it proved my felf : for it ſhewsto 
him that's willing to ſeetr, that the Antitype now in the times 
of the Goſpel, antwering to the Ceremony of Swearing, which 
was the 7 ype of it under the Law, is Confeſſing, and ot den ing 
when we witnels affirmatively, though by but Tea; or fa, 
ing onely, though by but Nay, when we witneſs zegatipely ro 
any truth: If confeſſing and denying to God, from our hearts , or 
before God 13w, who knows our hearts, but by yea or »ay be {0 
under the Law, then confeſſing or denying from our hearts to 
men by but yea and ray (as before God who knows our hearts) 
is the ſubſtance of thoſe ſhadowy Oaths that were under the Law, 
and that eternal Truthinto which that T emporal T ype or Cere- 
mm 1s new refolyed ; ſothar whereas ]. 1. ſayes thus, -1z. 
Aad becanſe ſacred Swearing by God zs 4 confeſling of him, 
the Apoſtle tranſlates every tongue ſhall Confeſs ; I return thus, 
viz.And becauſe the confeſſing(in truth)of che ſpirtual holySeed, 
(which is the ſubtance of that carnal hsly Seed which was the 
T ype )1s the Swſthance of that ſacred, ceremoniom Swearing Which 
was under the Law, The Apoſtle who wrote in the dayes of 
the Gofpe/, expounds that thus , Every tongue ſhall confeſs; 
which the Prophet that wrote in the times of the Law when 
the Type of Swearing was in uſe, exprefles thus, Every rongue 
ſhall ſwear. "ny 

N.D. in purſuit of the proof of his propounded univerſality, 
proceeds to the eonſent of all Nations, 1 will addone thing more 
(quoth he)which 15 the conſent ot allNations whatſoever, whe- 
ther Jewsor Gentiles,Greeks, or Barbarians, between Princes & 
Subje&s, Enemies & Friends, for the reconciling difference: end- 
1ng controverſies, aſſuring of faithone towards the other : This ap-' 
pears among. the Greeks by ſeveral unqueſi zovable Anthors , and 
Authentich Kecords amongſt the Romans by the Laws of the twelve - 
Tables, among all other Nations under Heaven, by ſufficient evidence 
and demerſiration, which 1s able to put it ont of all doubt, Now 
how great is this Amthority, namely, the conſent of all Nations ? 
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It is doubtleſs a demonſtrauion of the ſecond rate , ſome there are 


that account it of the firlt rate, viz. That the conſent of Nations 
1s takgn for Divine Evidence , and many things we do ſo take it: 
What doth it ſpeak, leſs, then that the taking of an Oath ts one of the 
diftates written and engraver in the heart of man by Natures finger, 
ſeeing that there is no Nation fo barbarous, but doth ac- 
knowledge the ſolemn and religious uſe of an Oath, in calling their 
God to witneſs , whicheonſidered, 1 have ſometimes woxudred why 
the people diſtinguiſhed by the name of Quakers ſhould ſay, that the 
Light within them teacheth them to deny an Oath, when as thas 
Light which # Univerſal, teacheth all the Nations of the earth the 
contrary. 

Rep. This ſeems to be given out by H, D, with more pomp 
and tri»mph, and ſhew and ceremony, chen all its fellows , as 
ſome grand ground that adds weight to all thole as /ight, as 
lightleſs ones that went before it ; but mole rut ſu4 (ſaving 
Its greatneſs ) it hath not ſo much goodneſs in it, as will make 
good the ground againſt the Oua, who'by H. D. (like as Fo- 


' ſbnaand his fellows of old to the Light-hating Profeflors) are 


as men wondered at, nor ſo much force as will (ave it from 
falling by its own falſhoed to the ground : and wereit as rrue 
( as H. D, onely ſaies *cis ) that Swearing was us*'d amongſt all 
Nations nuder heaven, by ſufficient evidence and demonſtration which 
z able to put it ont of all doubt, yer that would nor pur it our of 
all doubt, nor be ſufficent evidence and demonſtration chat Swear= 
ing is now to be uted among true Clriſt:ans: Bur alas, as great 
as H, D. faies this Authority is, namely, The conſeat of all Na- 
tions, which ( quoth he) a demonſtration of the ſecond rate, at 
leaſt, and ſome account it of the firlt rate;yer as *'ewil not prove 
Swearing lawful among Saints, were it rue that ic hath been 
ſo uſed,(o neither isit tr#e that ithath been ſo wnverſally uſed 


. ( as he ſuppoſes) by «niverſal conſent among all Nations. 


There's yet.no demonſtration or evidence ſcientifical afforded 
by H.D. thar there's the uſe of an Oath among all Nations 


, whatſoever, Fews or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians , eſpecially 


' that it hath been us'd as nmiverſally in all rimes and places , as 


by all perſons, which is the uuiverſality of ſwearing, ar firit pro- 


' pounded by HD. to bt proved , in proſecution dt his "uu 
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of the univerſality of the uſe of Oaths by all perſons in all 
times,who after he had only conjettared that praRtice of ſwear- 
ing to be not above 3OO, years younger then the Moon, falls a con. 
felling p-3-(as is ſhewed above) that (for ought he knows by 
Scripture, which ſpeaks not plainly what the old morld did in this caſe) 
is no elder then about 400. years pounger then the Flood : Now 
how can that be faid to be #mverſally us'd in all times and pla- 
ces, by a!l perſons and Nations by conſent, of which *tis not plain 
by Scripture-evidence that 'twas in uſeat all for 1600. years to- 
gether in the o/d world, nor till 400, ( which with the other 
amount'to 2000 yearsin all ) were ſpent and gone even of 
the new? Who is ſo blindas not to ſee how H.D. daſhes himſelf 
againſt himſelf, by pinching his own propounded aniverſal;- 
ty into a meer particularity, as he renewed his firſt propound: 
ed high Antiquity, into no leſs nor more then that mcer zovel- 
ty of 2000. years after the Aſoon, 

Bur 2/y, admit it had been 2000, years elder then H, D, 
makes it appear tobe, and ſo in all times, yea and by Conſent 
of all Nations uſed alſo, yet was it uſed neither by the conſent 
of all, nor withcut the diſſent of ſundry perſons and parties in 
ſundry Nationsz and ſo H, D.'s Authoritative Doftrine (till goes 
down the wind,and can't beown'd at that highrate, at which 
he prizes 1t, 

Now that it neither is, nor hath been fo wniverſally afſent= 
ed to by the Nations, as H, D- »akedly affirms it hath, bur diſ- 
{ented from by ſundry in the Nations where it hath been uſed, 
and that not /:ngle perſons of note onely, but whole parties, and 
by thoſe perſons and parties (till that were grown to diſcern beſt 
between the Ceremony and the Szbſtance, and. to prefer the 
truth, power, equity and end of the Lay, before thoſe thin,empry, 
thred-bare,traſhy and chaffy forms and formalities,which (like as 
Pharaohs (even lean Kine, and blaſted ears of corn, that:did eat 
up the fat and well-/thing) devoured everthe equityit{elf,and 
«c{troied things ( as to their firſt good, honeſt; innocentand true | 
intents) is evident enough to be ſeen in ſundry inſtances of 
2:07 eminent in their generations, among whom was Philo,who * 
ſaith, 7: zs beſt and moſt profitable, and to the rational nature moſt 

convenient tO abſiain from Swearing, ard ſo.to accuſtome ones ſelf 
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to veracity, that oxes Word may be taken for an Oath. 

Alſo we read of the Eſſeazs, the honeſteit of the three Sets 
of the Jewes in Chriſt's time, of whom ſome judg moſt of the 
believing Jewes came in Chrif!s time, that by faith in him be- 
came Chriſtians, becauſe the Scripture mentions none bur 
the other two, v1z. the Sadduces and Phariſees, few of which 
heeded Chriſt, and moſt of which did ever vehemently op» 
poſe both him and his few followers; Of thoſe Eſſzars I ſay 
we read in Joſephus, That Whatſcever they ſay is firmer then 
an Oath, and to Swear 1s among them accounted a thing ſuper« 
KOs 


| # Alſo from the Eſeans and thoſe Hebrews whom the Eſſe- 


ans followed, the fame ſeems to be received by Pythagoras, 
whoſe ſentence was on this wiſe; Let 19 may ſwear by the 
Gods, but every one take care of his credit, that he may be believed 
without an Oath. And whereas H. D, ſpeaks of all Nations, 
yetif he had heeded what Cxrt/zs writes and relates of che 
Scythians in their ſayings to Alexander, he wauld haye found 
them teſtifying to him thus of themſelves, vis. Think not 
that the Scythians confirm their friendſhip by Oath 3 they Swear 
by keepin their Word. 

And Becauſe H,D. ſpeaks ſo much of the Laws of the Greeks 
and Romans, by which they in their rwelve Tables ſo ſtriftly 
ratifying and injoining that pratice of Swearing, he might 
have conſidered, how ( according to Cicero's relation in one 
of his-Orat ions) when one at Athens, who had lived among 
them in great repute for his gravity and ſaxftity, had publikely 
given bis teſt29»y, and approached the Altars to make hrs 


_ Oath, all the Fadges with one accord reclaimed, and woufſd 


not let him ſwear apon this account, zz. Becauſe they would 
»t have it thought that Truth depended more wpon the Religion of an 
Oath, then upon the Word of an honeft man : All which ſerves 
to refute H. D, his peremptory poſition concerning the conſent of 
all Nations under heaven, to the ſolemne and religious uſe of ax 
Oath , at leaft, if by all Nations he means, as he well may 
( denomination being ever more ex meliors, then' ex major: þ 
the beZF, moſt ſolemme, and truly religious perſons in thoſe Na- 
tions, Thus we ſee to the confaton of H.D. that 
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Heathens conſent, it's needleſs juſt men ſwear, 
Forbid it, and cry out ( for (hame ) ferbear, 

However let it be ne'er ſo n:verſally now aſlented to by aff 
Nations, yet all in theNations aflenc not to it,nor yer that pecus 
liar people and holyNation that 1s redeemed unto God by the blood of 
the Lamb from among the Nations, Tongues, Kindreds and People of 
the Earth, even the holy Seed, that is the ſubſtance of that holy 
Seed, or Jewiſh Nation, which with their Cerenonies were but 
T ypes for a time of them and their more ſpiritual and ſubſtan- 
tial ſervices. 


And this diſſent from that prattice of Swearing upon a Bible ; 


with fingering, kiſſing, holding up the hand , or other vain, ſuper- 


fluoms cuſtoms of man's impoling, ſo much conſented to (as H.D. 
ſaies) among all Nations, 15 not now fo zewly entered in this 
Nation of England, but that we can give Preſidents of holy 
Martyrs ſuffering for it, as well as for other things beſore us, 
evenin O, Maries daies, and before, whoſe ſufferings H.D. 
and F. 7; do what in them 1s to make of ove effeft, 

Take ſome Examples and Teſtimonies of ſome Martyrs 
concerning Swearing. 

In the Reign of Richard the ſecond, 

William Swinderby ſaid, The Pope, the Prelacy, neither any 
Ordinary, can compel any man to fwear by any Creature of 
God, or by the Bible Book, 

Is the Reign of Henry the gon | 
William Thorp was acculed, that the ſecond Sunday after 


Efter he ſaid openly in St. Chaddes Church in his Sermon, 


Fhat Prielts have no title to Tyrhes, and chat jt 1s not /ay- 
fal to ſmear 1n any wiſe. 

Again, Will. Thorpaccounted it wot lawful to ſwear npon a Bi- 
ble-Book,, it being made up of divers:Creatures; and thar he 
ought not to.ſwear by any \Creatwre. The Arch-Biſhop menaced 
him with great puniſhments, and ſharp, except 'he left that 
Opinion of Swearing. He replyed, It is che Opinion of our 
Saviorr and St, Fames,and doth conclude, if Chryſoſtome:coun- 
reth him worthy of great blame, that-bgerh forth a Book to 
ſ=ear upon , it muſtneeds follow , that he 18 \more roblame 
that ſweareth upon that Book, 


Then- 


* 


_ (41) 

Then (as Willians Thorp relateth ) the Clerk, ſaid , Lay ther, 
thine hand upon the Bock, touching the holy Goifel of God 
and take thy Charge, Then ſaid #i//;am, I uuderftand thac 
che holy Goſpel of God may not be touched with mans 
hands; 

Walter Bruce in his Anſwer concerning Swearing , ſaith, I 
believe and obey the Dodtrine of Almighty God, and 
my Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, which teacheth , chat Chriſtian men in 
afirmation of a Truth , ſhould paſs the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees of the old Teſtament, or elſe he exclu- 
deth them from the Kingdom of Heaven; for he ſaith, le 
your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteonſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ye cannot enter into the Kimgdons of Heaven. 

And as concerning Oaths, he faith, 7r hath been ſaid to theme 
of - old time, Thaw fpalt nat forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform mnto 
the Lord what thou voweſt ; But T ſay, Thou ſhalt nt ſmear at all; 
but let your communication be, yea, yea, nay, nay 3 for whatſoever 
ſhall be more then this, proceedeth of exnl. Therefore ſaith he, as 
cine perfettion of the antiext men of the Old Teſtament was not 
to forſwear themſelves; fo the perfettion of Chriſtian men is , not 
to ſwear at all; becauſe they are commanded of Chriſt, whoſe 
commanids in no caſe muſt be broken, Although that the 
City of Rome is contrary to the DoArine of Chriſt. 


Likewiſe in Queen Maryes dayes, in the fourth Examina-« 
tiou of one Elizabeth Young, before the Biſhop of London, Do= 
&er Martin, and others. See Fox 24. Vol:pag. 1874. 

D. Martin ſaid, She hath a certain fpirit of the Anabaptifts; 
for ſhe refuſeth to ſwear npon the four Evangeliſts before the Fudge; 
for 1 my ſelf, aud Mr. Huſſy, have had her before us four times, 0 
we Cannot bring her to \wear, &c. 

Then ſaid the Biſhop, Yi/t thou not ſwear before a Fudge? that 
is the right trade of the Anabap« 
tiſts. * * It/eems the Baprifts in theſe 

Eliz, I will not ſwear that this #ayes , many of whom do ſwear 


- . * for fear againſtths;; © onſciences, 
hand is mine, No, faid the Bi totheis terroy afterrard , as 1 


/ 
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| ſhop; and why? could, jſtxc in [one at Nor 
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Heathens conſent, it's needleſs juſt men ſwear, 
Forbid it, andcry ont ( for (hame ) forbear, 

However let it be ne'er ſo univerſally now aflented to by aff 
Nations, yet all in theNations aſſent not to it,nor yet that pecu» 
liar perple and holyNation that 1S redeemed wnto God by the blood of 
the Lamb from among the Nations, Tongues, Kindreds and People of 
the Earth, even the holy Seed, that is the ſubſtance of that haly 
Seed, or Jewiſh Nation, which with their Ceremonies were but 
T ypes for a time of them and their more ſpiritual and ſubſtan 
tial ſervices. 

And chis d;ſſent from that prattice of S wearing upon a Bible 


with fingering, k:ſſing, holding up the hand , er other vain, ſuper- 
 fluoxs cuſtoms of man's impoling, ſo much cexſented to (as H.D. 


ſaies) among all Nations, 15 not now fo zewly entered in this 
Nation of England, but that we can give Prefidents of holy 
Martyrs ſuffering for it, as well as for other things beſore us, 
even in Q, aries daies, and before, whoſe ſufferings H.D. 
and F. 7; do what in them is to make of zone eff ett, 


Take ſome Examples and Teſtimonies of ſome Martyrs | 


concerning Swearing. 
In the Reign of Richard the ſecond, 

William Swinderby ſaid, The Pope, the Prelacy, neither any 
Ordinzry, can compel any man to ſwear by any Creature of 
God, or by the Bible Book, 

In the Reign of fenry the fourth, | 

William Thorp was accuſed, that the ſecond Sunday after 
Eafter he ſaid openly in St. Chaddes Church in his Sermon, 
Fhac Prieſts have no title to Tyrhes, and that jt 15 not /aw- 
fal to ſmear 11 any wiſe. 

Again, Will. Thorpaccounted it zot lawful to (wear upon @ Bi- 
ble-Book,, it being madeup of divers:Creactures; and thar he 
ought not to.ſwear by av Creatwre. The Arch-Biſhop menaced 
him with great puniſhments, and'ſharp , except he left that 
Opinion of Swearing. He replyed, It 1s-the Opinion of our 
Savionr and St, Fames,and doth conclude, if Chryſoſtome:coun- 
cteth him worthy of great blame, that bmgerh forth a Book to 
ſ=ear wpon , it muſt needs follow , that the 18 imore roblame 
that ſmeareth upon that Book, 
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Then (as Willians Thorp WL. ) he Clerk, ſaid , Lay ther, 
thine hand upon the Bock,, toiiching the holy GoSjel of Ged, 
and take thy Charge, Then ſaid /:/;aw, I underſtand thac 
che holy Goſpel of God may not be touched with mans 
hands: 

Walter Bruce in his Anſwer concerning Swearing , ſaith, 1 
believe and obey the DoCtrine of Almighty God, and 
my Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, which teacheth , chat Chriſtian men in 
athirmation of a Truth , ſhould paſs the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees of theold Teſtament, or elſe he exclu- 
deth them from the wy of Heaven; for he ſaith, Znle 
your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteovſneſs of the Seribes and Pha- 
riſes, ye cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And as concerning Oaths, he ſaith, 7t hath been ſaid to then 
of old time, T hoax ſpalt not forſ wear thy it el 4 but ſhalt perform unto 
the Lord what thou voweſt ; But T ſay , Thou ſhalt nxt ſwear at all; 
but let your communication be, yea, yea, nay, nay 3 for whatſoever 
ſhall be more thenthis, proceedeth of ex. Therefore ſaith he, as 
cine perfeftion of the antiext men of the Old Teſtament was not 
to forſwear themſelves; fo the perfettion of Chriſtian men is , not 
to [wear at all, becauſe they are commanded of Chriſt, whoſe 
commands in no caſe muſt be broken, Although that the 
City of Rome is contrary to the DoArine of Chriſt. 


Likewiſe in Queen Mares dayes, in the fonrth Examina« 
tiou of one Elizabeth Young, before the Biſhop of London, Do= 
fer Martin, and others. Sce Fox 24. Vol;pag. 1874, 

D. Martin ſaid, She hath a certain fþirit of the Anabaptifts; 
for ſhe refuſeth to ſwear upon the four Evangeliſts before the Judge ; 
for I my ſelf, aud Mr. Huſſy, have had her before us four times, but 
we caniot bring her to (wear, &c. 

Then ſaid the Biſhop, #/t thou not ſwear before a Fudge? that 
is the right trade of the Anabap- 
tiſts. * * It/eems the Baptifts in theſe 

Eliz, 1 will not ſwear that this Is CE ſous 
| or No, faid che Bi- 1; terror afiernard, as 1 

? could jaſtaxce i . 
Z{s, Chriltſairh, Wharſoever EI OG 
| 2 is 


\ 
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thampron, exd elſewhere) and 
many of whom plead in print for 
ſwearing , ave now degenerated 
ſrom that integrity, which the 
Baptifis of old (cid then ,, as 
now,by the name of Anabapriſts) 
aid keep to at the firſt in hat 
point of ſwearing: And as for 
ſush ( for there are afew, and 
but a few of thoſe) that are coun- 
ted tobe Nuakers, (whoſe fall 
mention, that 1 may z0t {ecm par- 
tial, as ont jufliſyng them more 
then the Bapriſts, in their dexyal 
of the truth) who bave taken the 
Oath, they fall into the ſame cox- 
aemnation with them; witneſs 10t 
only the Letter above printed, but 
alſo this Relation that came Ccon- 
cerning two or three more lately 
fron licheſter, and ;5 bere under- 
printed in way of warning to ſuch 
43 ſtand , that they may take heed 
left theyfall. 


Ucheſter $1þ.d, of the 1, m, 
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is more then yea, yea, Or xAy, nay, 
it comerh of evil, 

Then faid Cho/mly,T wenty pound 
it 1s a man in womans clothes. 7 wenty 
pound it 14 a man. 

Eliz,, I am a woman, 

Biſhop , Swear her upon a Books, 
ſeeing it 15 but a Queſtion ashed, 

Then Door Cook, brought her 
a Book,, commanding her to lay 
thereon her hand. 

Eliz.. No, 1 will zot ſwear, for I 
know nct what az Oath is, but I 
ſay,That I am a woman, and have 
Children, : 

Biſhop, T hat know we not ; where- 
fore (wear, 

Cholmly, Thou ill-favonred 
Whore, /ay thy haud upon a Book,, [ 
will lay on wine, | 

Eliz, So will not I mine. 

D.Cook,.Swear before us whether 
thou be a man or a woman. 


« ſriczd, took the Oath through laviſh fear 3 but afterward bad 10 peace till be 
Went to a luſtice, and denyed what be bad done ; and now be hath ſome peace in 
Lanceſton Priſon , in denying what be hath done in diſobedience ro Chrifts 
Commands; aud the leſt week,two onthe ſame account were ſent to this Priſons 
S0 that all people may ſee the eminent band of the Lord in it ;, ſor-me know none 
elſe in all theſe parts that denie the truth, ayd the Lord hath ſound them out and 
exetated judgement Fbcedily upon them, T. S. 


Eliz. If ye will not believe me, then ſend for women into 
a ſecret place, and 1 will be tryd, 

Then Cholmley called her ill-favoured Whore, and the Biſhop. 
began to queſtion her concerning the Sacrament of the Altar, 

This laſt paſſage of thote Popiſh Prieſts and Biſhops , I was 
the more free to relate here, becauſe it is ſo reſembled to the 
life, or rather tothe death, by that light, unſavory department Of 
ſome in theſe days, who, when they ſhould reprove or puviſh,at 

leaſt. * 
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diſcountenance rather then 96a te that /:ud demeanour of 
chuſe Maſſy Miniſters ( which is indeed unbecoming meaner 
men, much more cither Miniſters or Magiſtrates, when they tit 
in T«dicature)do pur ſober Maids,when they are brought be- 
fore chem about theOath of Allegiance, to [wear whether they 
are Maids or nor, 

Thus we ſee theſe Dying Martyrs, that lived and died in 
their meaſure of the Light of Chrif to them then given(whoſe 
Teſtimony one would think 77.D.ar leaſt ſhould take for divine 
evidence before the Conſent of the Nat ions that are univerſally er= 
red, ard univerſally alienated from the life of God through the 1910+ 
rance that 1s in them, and becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts, and 
are pat feeling , being in the Fall from the Light «f God) did 
enter their diſſent in this caſe of Swearing , and ſeal to their 
diſſent from it with their blood, 

What a miſerable thing is it then that H, D; ſhould now 
diſſent from the holy Martyrs and ſoffering Saints of God both 
ow, and of old, in their Teſtimony againſt Popiſh Superſtit ior, 
and cleaveto thoſe cuſtoms (as the Truth of Chriſt ) which 
( excepting by the Saints) are nniverſally conſented to by the 
Nations: As he ſaies, What Nation ſo barbarous,. but doth ac- 
k nowledge the ſclemne and religions uſe of an Oath, in callingTheis 
God(mark,, Their God) to witreſs;lo may we not as wel ſay, 
What Nation ſo barbarows, but that it hath ſome falſe God ta 
worſhip,fom falſe way of Worſhip? What Nation ſo barbarom,but 
it commits 7dolatry, and approves it as good ? What Nation ſo 
barbarous, that will not fall down before ſome golden image,ox 
ſuperſtitions worſhip or other with approbation, if the Kizgs and 
Powers think fit to impoſeit ? Whac Nation ſo barbarors, but is 
will alter, or for fear fore-go the Worlh'p of their God , and 
their Religion, if their Rulers require it ? But what's thisto 
the few Saints? Are they to faſhion themſelves therefore ac- 
cording tothe Nations, as 7. D. would have them? When 
Nebuchadnezar madea Decree for it, all the people and Nations 
(ir is ſaid )and the Langaages conſented, with their Princes, 
Governors, Captains, 7 udges, Counſellors, Treaſurers, Sheriffs and. 
Rulers, and fell down and worſhipped the golden Image which 
Nebxchanezar the King ſet up, excepting the three cider o 
Gog,, 
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God: Was truth, therefore @ che Nations ſides ? Was their 
conſent to be taken for divine evidence , or rhe diſſent rather of 
thoſe Three? And when al! the people forbore to pray to their 
God, except Damel, becauſe Dars forbad them, was his 4iſ- 
ſenting and praying, Or their conſenting to leave it off wherher, 
co be taken for divine evidence ? Judge O Saints, Daz.3.3,7. & 
7,7,&c. Yet what doth it peck leſs then that the taking of an 
Oath (quoth he ) #5 one of the diftates written and engraven m the 
heart of man by natures finger, ſeeing there's no Nation (0 barbas» 
rous , but doth acknowledge the ſolemne and relig:ous uſe of an 
Oath ? Hath he forgotcen thar the Natwre and Image which 
theNationsare now #mver ſally degenerated and gone out into, 
from that of God, after which they were at firſt created, is that 
of the Divel, by which all ( till they be renewed and regenerated 
back unto the other ) are chi/dren of wrath ? Is he ignorant 
that the ail is over all hearts, and the face of a covering and 
cloud of darkneſs is ſþread over all Nations; till it be removed 
and deſtroied by the L:pht of him , who is manifeſted a Light 
to the Nations, and is come alight into the world into men in their 
own conſciences by a meaſure of his Grace, that he azght de- 
ftroy that nature,image, work and kingdom! of the Divelywho is the 
Ruler of the darkneſs of chis world ? Is he ignorant that the 
world lies is wickedneſs, 1 Joh:5. excepting thoſe few who kyow 
they are of God? Is he ignorant that the whole world hath won- 
dred aſter the Beaſt, and worſhipped the Dragon that gave his power to 
the Beaſt, excepting thoſe few whoſe names are written tn the Book, of 


life? 

7 har a thingis chis that H.D, ſhould bring the-conſent and 
cuſtoms of the Nations which are 2a'», that lie under a cor- 
rwupt nature, none doing good m_ that, no not one ; that are all port 
out of the way, altogether become abominable , as a Preſident fot 
Chriſt's people to be conformed to, who are charged ot ro bt 
conformed unto this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of 
their minds, Rom.12.2. 

| He mightalmoſt as well have alledg'd this to prove the 
lawfulneſs of prophane, ordinary, frequent, common ſwearing , and 
exorbitant extravagant Oathi, which himſelf condemns, as in 
proof bf ary ſwearing row , fith all the Nations axe conſented 
(though 


. 5 
(though they make Laws I. it )yet tolive and dye toge. 
ther in that ungodly praice, 1 the Light within them(but 
that they heed ict not in one, nor yer in corher) teacherh 
them to deny as well as rother. 

What the corrupt natures finger writes in mans heart , is 
as corrupt as the Nature by which ic's written, Yet ( quoth 
H.D.) Conſidering the uſe of an Oath ts writ in man's heart by Na= 
tures finger, 1 have ſometimes wondered why the People, that are di- 
ftinguiſht by the Name of Quakers, ſhould ſay that the Light with- 
in them teacheth them to deny an Qath,wher as we ſee that Light, 
which is univerſal, teacheth all the Nations of the Earth the con+ 
trary. And p.8. If the Quaker ſay the Light within forbiddeth 
him to (wear, the conſent of Nations confuteth hins. | 

Monſtrum horrendum, cut lumen ademptum! What confuſion is 
here ! Will 7,D. make Natures finger , and the meaſure or 
beams of the true Light that comes from the wing God, and 
enlightens AaV|< a r-, oToy, EVETY Man that comes 1mto the world, 
John 1.9. all one?Or will he nct blufh to argue,that what the 
Light of God within men forbiddeth, and teacheth to forbear, 
that the conſent of the Nations ( asthey are fallen) and thact 
corrupt Nature they are fallen into, approveth. and com- 
mandeth men to practice , and therefore they may prattice 
itz as if it were ſafer to follow the imaginatious diftates of 
the Devils nacure, which man hath coxtratted fince he isgone 
out from that of God in which he was created , then to fol- 
low God's own Counſel, which is the Light in the Conſci- 
ence? Doth he not know, that what is according to-the cou 
ſent of Nations in the fall, is not according to the Light , and 
andſo not according to God the Anthor of that Light, and 
{oſtands condemned by them both ? 

Doth the Bapt:/tlay thecanſent of Nations confutes the Qua- 
ker inthe point of Sweartg , which che Light within him 
biddeth' him to do ? Doth not the conſent. of Scripture 
herein confuce the ſwearing Baptiſt, while ic ſayes, Swear not at 
all, and that the cuſtoms of the Nations are vain? :Is not the 
Law that's in Heathens hearts, whereby they are [accuſed or ex- 
euſed, che Law of God, whoſe Law i: Light ? And is not-that 
Law ſpiritual, (though waiverſal ? ) yet will H, D. here call it 
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watural, Natures finger? Whigh, if he ſpeaks of the Vatyre that 
the world (excepting the «nts; is found 1n while in the 
fall, and in the imagination of mans heart, is a Nature, and a 
Finger that writes onely evil, wanity and deceit; for whatever is 
good, holy, true and juſt, is written in man by the Zaw, by the 
:; ht and Spirit of the /iving God , by the finger of C od in the 
Aly Table: of bis heart, of which his writing with hes finger in 
T ables of Stone of old, was but the 7 ype, 2 Cor.3, bur Swears 
mp&Oathswhich are of no uſe where ſtrife hath no p/ace,which 
hath place onely in che fall , are none of choſe things thar 
are written therechereby : Butif by Naygres finger HAD. in- 
tends Natyre in its primitive purity, while man ſtood in invocen- 
cy, (as perhaps, yea probably and very likely he does ) and by 
the writing of Natures Finger, he means what was written in 
man,when he was made »pright by God himſelf, who.made 
him, and gave him /ight and underſtanding, 

It hewill needs have that co be natures firger, and that 
Light and underſtanding to be but »atwral ( which being God's 
Lay in his heart, was purely ſþ;r:tual, and flowing from God 
by gift, and not ex traduce, nor ex principus nature) what gets 
he by it in-his cauſe? For till Strife came in, Oath: could not 
come tn, which were toexd itz and therefore »» ſtrife being 
beforeche Fall, after which the exmity had its being in man, 
before the Fall the Light that was »atural ( let him call it n4- 
twres finger, or what he will ) could not writein man's heart 
the ſolemn and religiozs uſe of Oaths : nor doth when man 
( the ermity being [lain in him ). recovers purely out of the 
ſtrife and hatred back again into che /ove and peace. 

Obj, Bur quoth H.D. p.7,8, How can that be accounted evil 
which is approved by all Nations ? Recelleft your thoughts, and 
conſider whether you can give me one inſtance of any one evil which 
hath been allowed and approved among all Na: 1ons : if you cannotythen 
"twill be a ſuſſicent deavorflration that the taking of an Oath is no» 
thing ſimply evil. - 

Rep. But if we can,then *ewil be a ſufficient demorſtration,that 
(for ought H.D, hath at all urged to the contrary) the ta- 
king of an Oath may be ſometh:»g that is ſimply evil , and that 
we may think it'»»lawful to ſwear, though the conſent of Nati» 
#9; doth confirm it as lawful. I 


I ſhall therefore give one i» cf ſomething that is not law- 
ful to be uſed among the Saints and Church of God,and C brifts 
Diſciples, which yet 15 allowed, and approved, and judged, and 
called good among the Nations. 

Luk,22,25,26. The Kings of the Nations ( ſaith Chriſt to 
his Diſciples) exerciſe Lordſhip over them , and they that exerciſe 
Amthority upon them, are called BenefaQors , i, e. Well-doers : 
Here's a thing agreed to by conſent of a// Nations, that their 
Kings, alias, Rulers, ſhould exerciſe Dominion over them, 

Vec it ſpall not be ſo — but he that ts eateſt among you, 
let h1n be as the youwger; and that ts chiefs as he that doth-ſerye: 
Yea, Pas{(aid, the Apoſtles had not dowriniog ore the Faith of 
the meaneſt; and Peter} forbids the Miniftry to Lord it, or 
have Dominion over the Clergy, or Heritage of GoA( wi x4rz 
xveresgy T4 Tov xxipoy) yet that's a thing common] y confented 
coamong the Nations, that their very Prieſts,as well as Prin- 
ces, ſhall Lordiit over them and their Faich,which they uni- 
verſally (excepting the Saints (till ) do pin upon their Prieſts 
and Chemarims ſleeves. Here's an inſtance of ove thing #»ni- 
werſally approved of , and allowed by conſent among all Nations, 
which yer is as ev that ought not to be found among Chrifts 
Diſciples, nor true Chriſtians, : 

I have done with H.D. as to his diſþatative doings in this 

oint of Swearing from theſe two Common places, or To- 
pzoks that are common tO him and Papifts, viz, Antiqutry , and 

Univerſality; neither of which can prove the things they 
plead for, ſo Cathvlick,, as to either time, place or perſoy 3 but 

chat we can ſhew both when, where, and by whom they were diſ- 

ſented from , and both impleaded and d:{proved. So that how 
lame theſe two legsare , upon which H. Dens falſe witneſs walks, 
he muſt be well-nigh 4s 6/:»4 as they are /ame, who cannot ſee, 

We have (een alſo how ped/i»g/y theſe two men have proved 
the /awfulreſs of that praitice of Swearing, from the coxſtderat = 
oz of its being propheſied of , and alſo its being praftiſed by 

precept in former dayes by holy men, V1z. the Prophets wnder the 

Lay, and the Apoſtles under the Grifel! © Under the Law we grant 
haly men us'd it as they did the other types, figures, Fadows and 
ceremonics that pertained to it ; ow its berg prattiſed then by 
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precept, proves not that thergy = precept now for its being 
prattiſed: Under the Goſpel it would prove it pratticable now, had 
it been both prattiſed and enjoined by either Chriſt or his Apo- 
ftles; but here they can give us neither Preſident nor Precepe 
for (though we bring them no leſs then expreſs prohibition of } 
ſuch a prattiſe. 

Oby, Chrift forbids not (wearing by:God, but (wearing by any 
thing beſides God, as Heaven, Earth, the Head, the T emple, the 
Altar (as Jer. [vesſaich, p.14- ) whoſe words are thele, They 
did not matter what they (ware by, ſo they performed the things they 
promiſed; therefore Chriſt forbids theix (wearing any Oath, ether 
by Heaven, or Earth, or the Temple, or Jeruſalem, or by their 
Head; bat womld it not be illogical to conclude from hence , That 
therefore #e muſt not (wear by the Lord i» things lawful ? So that 
by this Text, and:that in James, we are forbid to \wear by any thing 
below God; it alſo forbids all voluntary Oaths,which they ſwore 
to performs to the Lord by any Creature. And p,13.All ſwearing: 
72 kr COMMEN COMMunNiIcation # forbidden, (quoth he) as ap- 
pears by theſe words, but let your communication be yea, yea: | 
Our Saviour and the Apoſtle forbid all common ſwearing in our 
ordinary converſations, 4d »2t ſolemn and ſacred ſwearing, 
Alfo, as H,D.ſaith, p.7, It appears to be the aim of our Saviour, 
zot to foxhid ſolemn Oaths before the Magiſtrate, &c. and between 
ran and man upon grave and matare deliberation ; but onely to put a 
ſap ro common and frequent, light and trivial ſwearing, And - 
p.6, Chriſts words 1: proper ſpeech ſhould be read , Let not your 
whole Converſation be interwoven with Oaths. And p. 8, Chriſt in- , 
deed forbids thoſe exorbitant and extravagant Qaths ( mean» 
ing whether by the Name of God., or other matters in ordinary 
Conrertation where the ſtreets and Houſes are full. 

Rep, Chrift: does. indeed forbid all ſuch voluntary 
Oathsas were in nſe under the Law, and all ſwearing by axy 
thing beſides, os below God ; alſo. all (wearing in common 
communication, and ordinary.converſation (as }. 7, confeſ» 
feth) but that he doth not forbid alſo a// ſwearing , even that 
which H.D. calls ſolemn Oaths before the Magiſtrate, & which 
F.I- pleads for under the term of ſolemn and ſacred ſwearing, | 
23 more then H,D, & ]. 7. have yet made good, or ever will | 
whoſe | 
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whoſe confeffion of that, which none can deny,'v;z, That 


' common and frequent ſwearing , and alſo all ſwearing , even b 


God himſelf in common communication, and ordinary conver fieti« 
ex, is forbidden, will ſerve us ſufficiently to make it good 
againſt H, D. 7.1, or any other, chat he doth forbid «l/ 
that ſwearing before Courts and Magiſtrates , which H- D. and 
7.1. having of late ſopublikely praCtiſed it, begins now with 
thame enough, as publikely to plead tor; for if Chriſt forbids 
(as F.I. pleads he does) all ſwearing by God in our common cone- 
munication, & ordinary converſation, wherein yea and way ſhould 
ſerve the turn, and all ſwearing commonly, frequently, ordinarily, 
(as H,D. to the ſame tune phraſes it out ) doth he not then 
forbid that ordinary, common, frequent ſwearing by God , which 
is now in Courts,and impoſed by Juſtices, then which, nothing 
almoſt is more ordinary, frequent and common ? If our Commuse 
aications and Converſations muſt be without ſwearing , and not 
interwoven with Oaths , is not this excluſive of ſwearing before 
Juſtices and Magiſtrates, as well as other men, in Courts and 
Conſiſtories , as well as other places,where men have their Con- 
ver{ation and Communication with each other, as ordinarily, fre» 
quently, and commonly as elſewhere? Which confidered,l have 
often mufed why theſe men are ſo inconfiderate, as to inter- 
pret Chriſt*s Prohibition as excluſryve of mens ſwearing-in their 
ordinary converſe and diſcourſes, and not in their enterconrſes 
with Magiſtrates, and in Courts,where Oaths ( whether de jure 
they ought fo to be, orno) are yet de fatto , as ordinary, fre- 


- quent, and common, as in any places whatever; eſpecially that 


{ome men plead ſo much for Oaths before Magiſtrates onely, 
and yet can bring no proof for ſwearing before them, nor of 
their 7:ght to impoſe Oaths, more then others, among the 
many talſe Inſtances they bring of Pauls [: m—_ frequently in 
bis Letters to the Churches, and poſing Oaths upon them, 
2dly, As to H.D. Chriſt does indeed forbid all (uch exorb- 
tant and extravagant Oaths, as H.D. means , let him by thoſe 
phraſes of exorvitant and extravagant , mean what he can or 

will, | 
I ſay, Chriſt forbids ſuch exorbitayt and extravagant Swear 
ing, (as above-ſaid) but O_ more ſwearing then chat ag | 
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ly which FD. accounts on, for which the Land monrns, be 
not by Chriſt forbidden as exorbitant and extravagavt now , iS 
worth H, D. and F. 1,'s molt deep inquiry , yea whether 
ſwearing by God now, be not as exorbitant and extravagant, 1c. 
beſide Rule, forbidden, as well as by ought elſe, aid that as 
well in ſeriexs,as in trifiing matter: Which if it be,then ſwear 
ing at all, or all ſwearing (though ſome is much more o, then 
ſome) will ſeem to be beſide the Way and Will of God, as 
well as ſome; and that it 1s there, needs not much proof t5 
him chat is not minded to wink'againſt Matth.s, 33. Fam.5. 
12. And herel ſhall cake occafton to fall in with H,D. 8 F.1. 
abour thoſe two Texts from whence ( as to our Scripture- 
grounds) we conclude againſt them the now «»lawf#/neſs of 
any ſwearing; yea, the ceſſation of ſuch [wearing as not onely was 
then in ue, but (by permiſſion and commiſſion from God, as a 
Type for atime) 1s yeilded by us to have been /awfn! under 
the Eaw, and to the end it may bethe more clearly ſeen on 
which fide the Truth lies, whether exrs, who ſpeak plainly 
according tothe Text,and the true intent of it; or on theirs, | 
who moſt palbably pervert it , I ſhall fer down the words as 
they lye in both thoſe places, of both Chr; and the Apoſtle 
Fames, Matth.5.33,3435,36437- Te have heard that it hath been 
ſaid by them of old time, T hou'ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf , but ſhalt 
perform nnto the Lord thine Oaths, But I ſay unto you, Swear not at 
all, neither by Heaven, for 1s 1s Gods Throne, nether by the Barth, for 
xt ts his foot ſtool; nether by Ternſalem, for it 1s the City of the preat 
King. Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head , becauſe thow canſt not 
make 019 hair white or black, But let your communication be, Yea, 
yea, Nay, nay, for whatſoever i more then theſe, cometh of evil. 
Jam.5.12. But above all = 4 my brethren, ſwear not , neither by 
Heaven, neither by the Earth, neither by any other Oath;but let your 
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; leſt ye fall into co::demnation. In which 
ewo Texts ſay we (in the R—_ ) all manner of ſwearing is 
forbidden; forthe ruth of which conſtration there are many 
reaſons tobe given, as 
I. Becauſe All manner of ſwearing is expreſly inſtanced in 
thoſe Disjuattive clauſes,which are expreſly concluſrve,and con» 
tequently(becaufe ſpoken by way ir Hor FOOHey ter pe 
prive 
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ptiv6 of alt ſwearing that ean be chavghit,on. Spacy wt, ſwear nt 
at all, ſay the Texts; that's enough'ro.apy faveiſuch as liff to 
be contextious ; yer that none might mage ( as F. D. and 
F. [. would make men do.) that this gererab Ry/e here admits of 
any exception, but all know thatthe prohitutiay. is fo ſtrieQ,as to 
allow, of no pexanſſion in that, point, to fulrari by any thing but 
God, he addsn,either by Earth, neither by Femſaters , newher 
by the Eead, | | 

And leſt any ſhould think he forbids onely and: no mare 
then the extravagart Oaths of ſuch as ſwear by the oveatures ;, as 
Earth, Jeruſalem, the Head, and ſuch like, when as whoever 
[mare lawfally under the Law, was to ſwear: by:none but God 
himſelf ; he adds, not by beaven,;tor it 13 Geds T hrone; Which'is 
excluſive of all ſmearing novv by Ged hymfelf, by. whom" men 
might (wear in old time : For 23,22. Hethat ſhall ſwear by Mea» 
weng (weareth by the. Throveof God , and by. him1hat fittath thereon. 
And laſtly, thag there may-be no roratall lefo fovany veoſone 
ing far ſwearing againſt this far prohiburion of it,he concludes 
and ſhuts up all in ſuch «niverſal terms , as excinde- both all 
Oaths, and all poſſible pretenceof plea at all alſofop azy ſwearing z 
adding, neither by a»y ather Oath, when theſe are? 

What worgdsſa few 2s theſe ( it one would deviſe a form of 
ſpeech toſpeak in to ſuch a purpoſe) can be more. orproſiexs 
cluſive both of all nds or Nrtec Sweating, and of zÞſorrrof 
particular Oaths of every kend, STE et 

2, I's moſt-evident that Chrift prohibits. ſomewhat more 
here then was forbidden .underghe Law; yea whatever Oaths 
were laxyfu/ under the Law. zi therefore ir muſt he either af 
ſwearing at all, qrelle-noxe at all jenher all ſuch ſwearing as was 
lawfully uſed and allowed as a type" for a time in the Law, 
Oath; made lawfally and acceptably te Ged, ar elſe nathingimore ad 
all then what was forb:ddenin the Law 1 for all faiſe ſwearing and 
for ſwearing, Or breaking ſolene;Oaths made (2s unto God) was 
forbidden ia and bythe Lawilee Numb: 30-2. (the place which 
Chriſt ſeems to allude ro)cherefore here ſwearing it ſe/f,or no- 
thing. Mat.5.Ye baveheard it ſaid ty them of ald trme,notof late by 
the Scribes and Phariſees onely putting their falſe Glofles0n 
the Law ( as F. [, intimates out of other ——— 
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Heifer he plows, p. 13, ſaying che words [But Tay] Imply not 
that there was any thing 1 hus precepts which was not-in the Law,but 

rather ſomewhat that he wonld reinforce from the Law which by rea- 

ſon of their falſe Glofles wpor it, had no force upon their lives ) but 

of old by Moſes and the Law, Thouſtalt not foriwear thy felf, but 

ſhalt perform to the Lord thine Oaths ; But 7 ſay, Swear not 

at all, no not by a»y Oxthat all : Note the oppotition in that 

adverſative particle | Bxt | which is between the old, lawful, 
legal ſmearing, and'no ſwearing at all; not between wo (ſwearing, 
and tuch prophane ſwearing as was unlawful #nder the Law, The 
ſumme is thus ; The Law ſaid, Break no Oaths ; bur. ay, Take 
ore : Forif he intends no morein theſe phrales, Swear not at 
all, not by any Oath, &c. Then thus ; Swear not vainty, pro- 
phanely, ordinarily, exorbitantly, extravagantly in your common 
communication, forſwear not your ſelves; Whar forbids he more 
then the Law torbad 2 which Law he came not ts deſtroy, but to 
fulfl,by takimg away the Ceremony of ſwearing, 8& tabliſhing the 
ſubſtance init ſtead, which is, ſpeakrng the truth, as in the tight 
of God, fromithe heart: yea what ſaies he more to his Diſciples 
elſe, then the Scribes and Phariſees from the Law to rheirsz For 
they ſaid, Swear not propharely, exorbitantly, but by God onely ,| 
Swearnot falſty, forſwear not:ſwearandperform to theLord thyOaths; 
they were as tonching- that righteouſneſs with was in the Law 
blameleſi; therefore 'Chrift ſaies more to his Difciples ;, and 
that muſt be,as cis in expreſs terms ſwear w Oath at all; other- 
wiſe how could their righteouſneſs exceed that of the Series 
and Phariſes, which except it did, they could int no caſe enter the 
Kingdom, The pr#fellion and rrighteouſmeſs of the Law therefore 
in chis point of ſwearing was Not forſwear my, the perfettion and 
r:ghteouſneſs of the Getfel in the ſame is Not ſwearing at all: So 
the Gogpel exceeds the Lawin every poitit; the Law ſays, Kill 
2; the Wiſdom of the GoFþel, Be not angry 3: the Law, Commit 
not Adultery ; the Wiſdom ut ſelf in the* Gofpel, Look not on a 
w2man, Inſt not, the Law, Lovethy' Neighbour, kate thize Enemy, 
(for the Jew thatway of the Law, might ſpoile the Gentiles 
their Enemies, but muſtlend to each orher ) che Wiſdume, 
Love Enemies ; Which thing, chough it” might be ſpoken 
v1 the time of the Law, yet*rwas the #ſdom-and the Spiric 
ſpake 
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ſpake it, and not the Law, which > JP the 1/raelite to ſpoile 
the eZ gyptian and the Amalakite ; he was to help his Enemies 
Ox or Aſc under a burden, :.e, if he were belonging to a Few, 
that perſozally hated him, and not ai Amalakyte, one of the cur- 
ſed race : But this Type is a riddle,” I ſee, too hard for F. /. to 
read and unfold, who ſaies, the Law required to /ove the Enemy. 
The Lay ſaid, A eye for an eye, atooth for atorth; The Gofpel, 
Reſiſt not ev 1; but pat up, paſs by, bear; In all points the Word of 
the #:ſ4om went beyond the Law, alſoin this of Swearing; yer 
it did not, if »-w there be any ſwearing at all, 

Moreover F, [yes his words would 1mply,as if the Law had 
no force on thelives of Chr;/ts Diſciples now, as if they were 
ſhort of its r:ghteouſneſs, but they were not now ;- and "ris his 
Diſciples to whom he here dire&s his ſpeeches, and nor the 
Phariſees, and ſuch as were gwded and gulfd by their Gloſſes, 
So/'tis Oaths lawnfullytaken of old time that Chriſt here fore 
bids, which the _ when they had taken, did not keep, 

d have kept them; asin the points ofthat 
Circumciſion, Paſſeover, Sacrifice, &#c. which were injoined be« 
fore; ſo inthat of Swearizg by God to end ſtrife, Chriſt puts an 
endto the Ceremony and the Type, fulfilling it, and reſolves it 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf into the very ſubſtance and Truth it 
ſelf, the C:rcamec:fron not made with hands, Hizsſe/f our ever- 
laſting Pafſeover, the ever/aſting: Word, Covenant, or Oath of 
God : So that(ſaving that ment make ſo much ado about the 
(adow ) weindeed are in the very ſubſtance of all Oaths,ajh 
Chriſt Fefs the Truthit ſelf,in whom all the promiſes of God 
are Teazand in Him Amen. We are in thatTruth,in which and 
from which ſpeakzng, promiſing, and witneſſing, though but by 
Yea or Nay, we witneſs more Eya»gelically, more acceptably to 
God, more credibly to men, more ſnbſtant tally, more unchangeably 
( our Word ſtanding without variation, when once paſt from 
us; our Yea being Tea, and our Nay, Nay ) then all the «x 
conſtant, (huffing, ſhadowy and ceremonions Swearers upon a Buble 
with touching and k:ſſize, or by the ſacred Sacrament, by the 
bleſſed Eucharift, by the holy Evangeliſt, &c. that are inallthe 
world, 


Yea our Yea and Nay is as firm, as free from changeand ft 
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£0 be truſted, as a{] cheir Ozths upon a Bok, with whomthere 
is nothing bur jeg and.,ay, ſoand #9, and ſubjefrion to for» 
ſmeer and ye, ( our Adverſgries themielves being Judges) fo 
that as there is yot cauſe for it, fith (as 7.7. ſaich) he rhat will 
{wear wickzdly, or againſt his,conſcience, will lye; ani he that 
cannot violate his conſcience ſo as ro {wear again ic , can- 
not violate it by lying neither; fo there is not more belief 
begotten in each others hearcs by their own Oaths , then is 
by the bare word of ah-honeſt man; yea they confels they be- 
lieve we are 1nwcext as from Plots, faithful to the:King, prace= 
able with all men, But alas ! Hes quan facile eft invenre Bacu- 
lum ad cedendum canem; we are made worſe then Dogs by the 
miſrepreſentations Of malicious men, and then it's an cafie mat- 
ter to finda mactteragainſt'us, & affaff to beat us : Er Damyat: 
lingua vocem habet, vim non habet 3 the tongue of a condemned 
manylet himſpeak whathe wil, hath a voce, bur lictle force to 
free him-from ſuch as have more reſolution of mind;then realit 
ofproundto perſecute himzotherwiſe Chriſt who had more inzc- 
cency, would haye had more indewty then any man, if inno- 
cency might :»demnifie a man from che envy and mercileſs 
craetty of the wicked, who watchech the righteous, ſeekin 
toſlay him, & gnafhech upon him with hisreech;buc thoug 
the Lamb hath the clearer, and the better Cauſe, yet the Wolfe 
hath che /ozger, and the 1pger teeth; and therefore the Lamb 
muſt be worried and devoured-by him, forno more then 
mweerly drinkingat the Fountain. 

Many morecircumſtanceschere are that clearthe 2. Texts 
aforeſaid, to be intended as we take them,as an umverſal Pro- 
hibition of all ſwearing, but verbum ſat ſapienti,a wiſe mans faith 
needs few words to confirm it,.T ſha} cherefore onely take no- 
tice of what H.D. and .7. our joint oppoſers herem,do make 
againft it, and ſoihuc my handsat once of theſe two ſhuffler; 
and their ſbuffes, beginning firſt with F,, who laſt appeared, 

1. This Text (quoth F.l.p.7.) of Matth.5, 38. cannot be nn- 
derſtood to forbid al\ ſuch ſwearing 43 was under the Law, His rea- 
ſons, which are five ( four of which have been ſpoken to av 


—_ already, and thereforeneed 10 more refuta:i01, ) are as 
oWs: 
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'' R, Becauſe ſome ſuch ſrooung was uſed by Chriſt himſelf. 


ep. 1. Thar Chriſt did or ſwear, 2, That if he had ſwors to 
the High-Prieſt (as 7.1. falſely ayes he did )yet it being before 
the Law ended at his death, to which, till :hey , Chriſt was con- 
formable, it had been no more prefident for us, then his eat- 
ing the Paſſeover, and other things, is ſhew*daboye, 

Reaſ. 2. The Ordinances of the Law, or Old-Teſtament , of 
which Swearing was one, ended not till Chriſt's death, the Teſtator; 
but (wear not at all was ſpoken before his death , therefore all ſuch 
Oaths 4: were commanded under the Law, are not forbiddes by that 
Text, Matt,5,38. 

Rep. Though ſpoken before hi: death, yet with reference to 
the Goſpel-times after his death; And (ad hominem) \fall that was 
uttered or inſtituted by Chriſt, before Chriſts death , ended at his 
death,ler F,{.leave baptizang in water and break ing Bread, which 
both were enjoined, and attxally uſed before Chilt's death; buc 
that he will notdo to this day : Andif he plead a reiteratiox 
of the Commands for Water-baptiſm and breaking bread. Atts 
10, #lt. 1 Cor.11. let him own the prohibition of ſwearing to be 
reiterated, 7Jam.5.12.afrer Chriſt's death, Moreover if F. Z, 
had had his wits well about him when he wrote this Reaſon, 
he might clearly have ſeen howit renders his foregoing Reaſon 
reaſonleſs,as totheend herenders it for, thisweakens the force 
of his argument for ſome ſwearing, from the example of Chriſts 

ſmearing; for the time wherein F,7, (bur falſely ) ſayes Chrt## 
ſware, was before his death, for he had not yer luffered ; and 
chat firſt Teſtament which the C _m_ of Swearing belonged 
to, continued till the Teſtators death, And after his reſurre&i- 
on }.l. himſelf (who fa/ſly ſayes he (ware before it ) will not 
ſay be ſwar:.God concerning him ſware once forall even that 
Oath of which there's norepentance, which ſtands for ever 
ſaying ( as concerning the everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Peace 
that ends all irife ) Thos art a Prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchiſedec ; And (as concerning the day of his Reſurre- 
&iou) T hou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee,Pſal.110. No 
more Oaths now to him that ſtandsfaſt in this Oath orCovenant 
of God, which is of Tr7#thand Righteouſneſs, Life and Peace, 
—_ H Real 3. 
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Reaſ. 3. The Prophets propheſie ſome ſuch ſwearing ſhall be ns'd 
in the times of the New-Teſtament; therefore neither Matth.5, nor 
ſam.5. forb:4all ſuch ſwearing as was lawful under the old. 
Rep. That the Prophets in the places cited by H.D and 3, /. 
intend not ſuch ſwearing as was under the Law, but the ſubſtance 
itſelf, i.e. ſbeak;ng the truth 1» righteouſneſs, denominated by the 
name of the /hadow, or type of Swearing, isſhew'd ſo abundant- 
ly above, that here needs no more. 

Reaſ. 4. The Apoſtie Paul 65th prattiſed and enjoined ſuch (wea- 
ring, and exaited Oaths. 

Kep. How falſe all that is, is ſufficiently declared above a- 
gain{t both H,D.and F.7.to which ſatz-4tto»T reter the Reader 
for his ll atisf a#t1077. 

Reaſ, 5. As much need of Oaths now toend it, as ever, becauſe 
4 much ſtrife. 

Rep. One in ever begets another; the men of this world are 

in rife, hatred, hard-heartedneſs, and «nbelief one towards ano- 
ther; in fears, jealouſies, ſusþitions of treachery and deceit among 
themſelves, every one meaſuring others by himſelf, and there- | 
fore they lack ſuch ſinfu/ ſecurity from each other, as that of 
Swearing againſt Chriſt's Command, Thus the Creation in the 
fall from the Light within , which would lead it forth into /ove, 
truth and peace, wreſtlesin the cha:»s of its own darkzeſs, groans 
heavily under the bondage of its own corruption, But where the 
Light and Spirit is walk*t in, there the ſuſts of the fleſh are nor 
fulfill'd, but the hatred, ſfrife,envy &c. denyed, and the /ove wit- 
neſſed, which believes and hopes the beſt of all things, and thinks 
noevil of others, becauſe it's !7#e, honeſt, innocent, pare & peace « 
able within it ſelf; and there's no lack of Zzws to make ſuch 
ſmear to be faithful ro each other, every oneliving by that, by 
which he is before God and men made a Law to himſelf; Bug 
to this Reaſon more is ſpoken alſo in the Book before. 
. Hawng prov'd (quoth j,I.) that all ſwearing forbidden, it ne+ 
ceſſarily follows, that thoſe genercl Terms [ Swear not at all] do ad- 
mit of an exception. Sometimes Univerſal Prohibitions are taker 
with Reſtrictions, 4s Ex0d,20.10. compared wich Matth, 12. 5. 
«rd Numb.28.9. Matth.23.9- 15. 42.44. Luke 6. 30, 

Rep. How well F.1, hath prov'd a! [wearing not gan is 
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ſeen above, and the wiſe :» Chriſt , though never ſo weak, will 
judge, when they read the foregoing d:iÞroof of all his Reaſons, 
As for general terms, and univerſal Frohibitions admitting of ex- 
ceptions and reſtrictions, I know well enough they do ſo now and 
then; but when they do, thoſe exceptions and reſtriftions are uſu- 
ally in one place or other of the ſame Tefament, where they are 
madeeither expreſſed, or at leaſt moſt »wazifeſtly and apparently 
;mplyed by him that gave out thoſe general terms or probubitions; 
and fo are all or moſt of thoſe very exceptions from, and reſtrifti- 
ons of thoſe generals,which F, 7. himſelf hath inſtanced in. As 
for example, the exception of ſuch works as pertain'd to / acrifice, 
chat the Prie/?s prophan'd it by , from, thou ſhalt do no manner af 
work. on the 7th, or Sabbath-day, is abundantly elſewhere para | 
{edinthe Law , where the Prielt's ſervices on every Sabbath are 
appointed them , and the exception of drefling what every one 
was £0 eat, was expreſſed, k 

And the exception of doing good, and of works of mery in ſa- 
ving the life of 924% or beaſt,which was to take place ever againſt 
the Typical Sabbath, and all its ſervice ( 1will have mercy , and 
not ſacrifice, ſaith God) was expreſt (as F.7.alſo intimates againſt 
himſelf,citingL*k.14.5.) though the Scribes and Phariſes, more 
out of malice to Chriſt then out of 7gnoraxce of thoſe expreſſions, 
would not ſee all thoſe expreſ? exceptions that were made apainſt 
that general Ru/e and Prohrbition, viz. In it thou ſhalt do no manner 
of work; and therefore grambled at Chri/t: healing on the Sabbath 
(as F,7! truly notes from Luke 13. 14. ) and forbad the people 
they to come unto him. 

And when Chriſt _— to his Diſciples (as [o)) Call zo man Fa- 
ther ou Earthsit's a Prohibition that umwerſally holds among them 
( qua tale;)for the Sarnts have no Earthly Father, but oneis their 
Father in Heaven , even God the Father of S pirits , who of his 
own will begat them into the 1mage of himſelf, in holineſs; in 
which capacity no Fathers of their Fleſh are by them to be cal- 
led Fathers: The Role is general without exception , to him that 
rightly reads it; not requiring ſo much expreſs exception as yet is 
os þþ if other Texts be conſulted, :which ſpeak of God onty 
being the ove Father of all believers, 
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As for his two Texts PEA.S Lp giving to all that ask,, and 
not turmng ſrom any that would borrow, which F. 1, 15loath ſo ge- 
zerally to underſtand, as Chriſt would have him, for fearleaſt 
he ſhould tar: h1»:ſelf ( as he ſaies) out of doors, and be reduced 
20 a morſel of bread, and therefore pleads a neceſſity of a reſtrift;= 
oz in that caſe : Seeing he lacks to be 7eſtrained here, orelſe 
C in his common Reaſon ) he thinks he mutt needs periſh ; let 
him conſult but his own confeſſion of it, and heel find e- 
nough ( atleaſt to ſerve his own end and turn, fo as to ſave 
himſelt from finking into a m97{el of bread ) of expreſs excepti» 
0x 1n other Scriptures : For to Chriſt*s ſaying, From any one 
that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away ; Do not other 
Scriptures (quoth F. 7.) inform # that theſe general terms 
wſt be reſtrained ? 
The general terms alſo wherein H.D. aſſerts the antiquity and 
unverſality of that praftice of Swearing, which ( ſaith he ) was 
uſed by and » all perſons, places and times, admits alſo of exce- 
ption and reſtriction ; yet that exception and reſtrittion from his. 
general aſſertion is expreſly made by H. D. himſelfe , who ex- 
cepts all the old world, and the perſons that liv'd therein for the 
time of 1600 years together, of whom and which ( after his 
avouching, in proof of the /awflneſs thereof, the antient and 
#nzverſal uſe of Oaths) toſhew that his gexeral terms do admit 
of an exception, and are tobe taken with reſtrichen, expreſſes. 
that exception, P.2, on this wiſe ( as is ſhew'd above) viz. What 
the old world did in this caſe ( i. e. of Swearing ) the Scriptures do 
»& ſpeak plainly, and therefore I will paſs it by : which is as much 
as to ſay, Swearing was ever generally and untverſally uſed by all 
the world and Nations of it; by all perſons, times, and places, 
excepting one]y all ſuch perſons, times and places by whom, and 
in which ic was not uſed, or ( excepts excipiendss ) excepting all 
ſuch as areto be excepted, which is.all the old world by whole 
ſale ( for ought appears by Scripture to the contrary, quoth 
H, D. himſe}f) and except fo many perſons in the New, as, 
uſed it not at all ( ſayT) which, as appears above, were Chriſt 
& his Apoſtles and Chnrches, the Se& of the Eſſeans,many holy 
Martyrs in Maries daies and upward, and (as appears at this. 
day in this Nation, as wel as others) the many thouſands of 
| ſincere 
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fincere hearted Saints and Chriſtians of this Age, called' Oua- 
kers, who conſent not with the world, and ations of it, in 
that orany other vain and evil cuſtoms, being choſen and re- 
deemed by Chriſt's blood trom among them, 

So Chriſt mtered many Tr#ths in general terms, which muſt 
admit of exception, but then thoſe exceptions alſo are expreſſed, 
Chriſt ſaid Lyk, 13. to all the finxers that ſtood abour him in 
theſe general terms, ye (hall all periſh, this was not without an 
exception of ſuch as ſhould repent , but then: that exception was 
not without an expreſſion 3 viz. Except ye repent : he ſaid ofc 
toall his hearers, Ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God, that 
was not without exceptions, nor thoſe exceptions without ex- 
preſſions,viz. Except ye be converted, and become as /ittle children, 
and Matth, 5, Except your righteouſneſs exceed that of the Scribes 
andPhariſes,many of whom yet were blameleſs, as co that righ- 
teouſneſs of the Letter of the Law. 

Yea in the Verſes immediately before this #niverſal prohi= 
bition, Swear not at all , Matth.5. 30, 31. Chriſt ſaies, 'T was 
ſaid of old, if any will put away his Wife, let him give her a Bill of 
Divorce : but I ſay whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, cauſeth ber 
to commit Adultery : this general term admits of an exception, 
but then that exception is thus expreſt, viz, Saving for the cauſe of 
Fornication 3 1,e, Except (he play the Harlot. | 

But now as to this general term and #niverſal prohubition, 
Swear not at all, it cannor be taken with reſtriftion, or as admit- 


' ting of any exception ;, becauſe there 1s not onely no expreſſion 


madeany where (after it) of anyſuch exception, but. a fuller 
amplificaton of it by. ſuch particulars, as are more particu= 
larly excluſive of all kinds of Oaths, and of all Oaths of any 
kind, thus, iz, Nor by Heaven, nor Earth, &c, norany other 
Oath : And alſo by the. Apoſtle Fames 5. 12, a retuforcement 
and reduplication of the ſaid wniverſal prohibition :. Whereas if 
Chriſt had intended ay exception here, he might as eafily 
have expreſt it, and would as aſſwredly, as he did 1mmediately 
above, in the caſe of Divorce by, Except in the caſe of Fornicati= 
0 3 and ſo have ſaid , Swear not at all, except it be ſolemne and 
ſacred Oaths,in Courts,when yee are called to ſwear befare a Ma- 
£iſtrate upon a Book: Bnt as I ſaid,in ſtead of expreſſing any ex- 
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ception, he adds that which more ſtrengthens and clears,be- 
yond all exception, the «univerſality of his prohibition, 

Thus we ſee in how mean a manzer }. I, hath managed this 
matter he hath undertaken, of informing thoſe who are tex« 
der, conſcientions and diſ-ſarisfied in that great Caſe of Conſcience 
concerning Swearizg , and thoſe two difficulc Texts ( as he 
calls them,truly enough in reference to himſelf, on whom they 
fit too hard, for him to wind himrelf from under the con- 
demnation of ) Hatth.5. James 5. Which inſtead of opening, 
he hath by his ſilly ſuffles,and blind blurres about them( which 
yet have a golden gloſs in the eyes of ſuch as, rather then ings 
priſo»ment,chuſe to purchaſe their Liberty by Swearizvg) what 
in him lies, rather ſhut many men out from ſeeing mto the 
true #2/1d and meaning of the Sprrit in them : So running him« 
ſelf upon both thoſe two Rocks, he pretends to carry people 
from luffering rack, upon, viz. [znorance and Scandal , which 
he,in the ſame igrorarce in which he wrote all the reſt, likens 
to Scylla and Caribdss ( whCcih are not two Rocks, but the one a 
Rock,, theother a Gn/f) 1 1grorarce n as blindly deferding that 
fin of Swearing, which in the b/izdzeſs of his mind he had be- 
fore fell into. 2. Scandal in offending and ſiumbling the render 
Conſciences of many an honeſt man, by his both tak;mg and 
rtalk;ng for the ſame. 

And howbeit he hopes he hath the price he ru»s for, and (6 
(in words )wilhes that God may have the glory; yet in deed and truth 
God's Name hath diſhowor, and his Truth ſhame by his dawby do- 
1mgs. And if he havethe price he runs for ( as he hath not, if 
it be no more then the proving of Oaths mow lawful, for he 
failsin that, but yer hath (for a time ar leaſt) if itbe the ſa- 
ving his Eſtate,as ſome nor ungroundly ſuſpect it is)yet what 
will chat profit him, had he not onely ſav/'d his own, but gain'd 
the whole world to boot by it, ſeeing thereby he hath /oft hixsſelf 
(unleſs he yer repent and recaxt his raſhneſs'in ſo running) in 
the fight of God and good mev. 

And now a word or two more with HD, as to his dvings in 
denying the true mind of Chr:;f, which we defend from at, 
$5.33: Jam5.12. 
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From whence wlien we argue, though 'twere lawful in: for. 
mer times tO ſwear, yet it's unlawful to us vow, having received 
here a conntermand from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, F.D, anſwers 
as follows: 

H.D. Have patience I entreat you, while I takg liberty to exansing 
your grounds, and to weigh thems in the Ballance of the Sanituary. 

Rep, Whoever is out of the Light of God which is in him« 
ſelf, wherein God dwells (as F.D. yet is, or elſe he would ju 
feifie both it, and the children of it, more then he ſeems to 
do in his two laſt pages,where he Quips at the Quaker and his 
Light within hiws, as confuted in the caſe of Swearing, by the 
conſent and common cuſtom of the Nations in the fall, whoſe cu- 
ſtoms the Scripture ſayes are vain, Fer.15.as if what the Na+ 
tions ſay and do in their ſtate of alienation from the Light, were 
more conſonant tothe Light , then what they ſay or d,who are 
come to it, and continue in it,) He is out of the Sauftuary,& hath 
none but the wnevex Ballance of his own Braixto weigh what's 
tcuch withall; and condemns the Generation of the Fuſt, and is 
himſelf,by ſuch as abide in the SauZxary with theLord, weighs 
ed in the Ballarce of it, and found roo /1ght : And fo is H.D. in 
his drib{zgs about the point in hand, Howbeit we ſhall bave 
ſo much patience as to weigh his Exceptions againſt our Tranſlatis 
ons of the Texts aforeſaid, 

And firſt to our Saviours own Prohibition, Smear not at all;That 
which I bring in anſwer to this (quoth he) #5 anexception againſt the 
Tranſlation;the Greek, word At all, is us, which ſignifieth whol« 
ly or altogether , rather thexatall 3 ſo that the proper ſpeech it 
ſhould be read , Swear not wholly, or altogether z let net your 
whole communication be i#terwoven with Oaths, 

Rep. H.Den peradventure may ſeem very bold indeed to 
ſome (as he ſayes p. 3. about his rare 7endition of that other 
place Gez.4.26. ) in taking on him. to trax/late this again the 
common courſe and conſent of Nations,and their Conmentators,fa 
ſelfhty and ſiagularly,as hedo's, to his ownturn alſo;& though 
he ſeems as bo/d to my ſelf asany, yet is he in what he do's,not 
very much more 69/4 then welcoys to me; for though I will not 
allow every one to read it ſo ( for it's rather tobe read &: 
all, then altogether) yet I can. afford, him without prejudice - 
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the truth we plead, to wreſt and ſcrue it ſo far as he does be. 
dlies it ſelf; {1th ſwear not, nor 5, norca be denied to be a 
Prohibition of Swearing : Let H-D,put his terms wholly or altoge= 
ther to it; what then will itappear co be to any ( butſuch a 
one as H.D.whodoes asit were, ]urare 7 It 1am 1pſires fententiam) 
but an injunition totally to forbear R,an univerſal Prohibition of 
it,thatis, a Prohibition of Swearing even totally,alias wholly or alto» 
gethe? What gets H.D,chen by this ? Whar.difference is there 
here { if the caſe be cazdidly conſidered by one that is not 
devoted to caſt Clouds in-clear Caſes over Chriſtian Conſcierces ) 
between ſwear not, and forbear ſwearing, ( theſe two Phraſes be. 
ing both Prohibitions of one and the tame thing, r.e. of ſwear. 
1g, it is wndeniably forbidden in them both; and though by the 
wnuſualneſs of the promiſcuous uſe of thoſe phraſes at all, and 
altogether , in our Engliſh Tongue, it ſeems at firſt ſomewhat 
hag] e, odd, uncouth, and well-nigh 0» ſ:»ſical to uſe them 
indifferently,or one inſtead of the other in al places, yer,in 
reality,being rightly heeded,there is no more difference ( as 
to their ſeyſe and ſigmfication,though not their ſound) between 
at all, or in gny il and wholly, totally or altogether, then there 
1s between jaw: & £230, yea between au; Be ous y ommino 8 
9mmnino, the ſelf-ſame Greek,, and the ſelf-ſame Latine words, 
vvhich are rightly enough Englithed by them al}, 

And though ro H.D. whoſe fancy works ſoſtrongly to 
fetch it about his way ( that he might maintain that ſwearing 
oy, vvithout vvhich men are not like to be maintained)lays, 
Swear not wholly, or altogether, ſeems to vary ſo much from 
ſwear net at all, or in any wiſe ; making the firſt excluſive , of 
ſome ſwearing onely , and the laſt onely exc/aſive of all ſwear- 
ng, yer ( hovveverit does in ſound) in ſexſe verily it varyes 
no more then «3 'u;gu 3xas, & wi 'ouira hwy nd jurate ome 
#119, 8 ne jurate omnino ; that one Greek, , and that one Latize 
phraſe, vvhichis cruly Engliiſht by them both : And let any 
man that confeſſes ſwear xot tobe the ſame in Engliſh vvich 
forbear to ſwear (as vvho does not )put that term at a/l,vvhich 
Is 12 43:1:121 ſum, totaliter, omnino after one or t'other, & he ſhall 
fee icramounts to the ſame in ſerſe ( though not in ſo2d) for 
ſerbear to ſwear at all, and [wear not at all, are (as to their 
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ly, totally, altogether, cr univerſally forbidden : Sol lay , What 
feb difterence 15 chere between forbear to ſwear at all, or leave 

wearing whully, totally, univerſally ox altogether, and ſwear not at 
al, if men be not minded romuddle cheir own and others 
minds with they know not what? Nevertheleſs though H. D. 
get nought by ic if we ſhould give it him, yet wewill not 
vive it for grancec to every one, that the Word %x5s muſt be 
rendered wholly, or altogether, rather then ar all; forit may be, 
and is at all, as wellas to, and yer at all and altogether (being 
both che Exgliſh to '3xug or onimn) are much at one, 

But H.D. that he may ſeem to do ſomething now he is once 
encred (though hoc al1quid mthil eft,it is no more then nothing 
tohis purpoſe ) fiddles on as follows, 

That I may ſhew you ( quoth he ) what warrant 1 have for this 
interpretation , couſider three places of Scripture where the word 
6 xs #5 uſed;the fir(t 1$ 1 Cor.5.1, oAus ari)ei, KC, Fornication 1s 
reported commonly among you; s aw; (quoth he) here tranſ- 
lated commonly, ordinarily, frequently, and it can have 19 o« 
ther ſenſe; for if ut ſhould be tranſlated here by the word ar all, it 
word be found without (ente: If I may take the liberty then to tran 
late it ſo in Matth,5,33, then it will runthus, Swear not come 
monly, ordinarily or frequently : And you ſee Thave good Aus 
thority (quoth H.D. ) for what I have done. 

Rep. Here H.D.by a pretended Authority takes a liberty to hime 
ſelf rotranſlate Marth:5.33. ſuch a way as both varies from 
his own above & overthraws him alſo in his cauſe tex tizzes more 
then that did, he tranſlated e'au5 in Matth,5, before, wholly or 
altogether ; and to ſhew (as he ſayes) what warrant he hath ſo 
co mnterpret it, he brings another place wherein himſelf ſays 


* It's cranſlated quite another way, viz, Commozly,ordinarily, fre- 


quently, and according to that he would have Marrh,s. run 
thus, Swear not commonly, ordinarily, frequently, which is another 
thing, as different from altogether or wholly ,as it is in ſeyſeand 


5 fi renfication from at all, 


What ſtrange twimings and earnings doth the Serpent here uſe 
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ification)) are oneand the ſelf-ſame prohibition , 1n which 
ſ wearing at all is forbidden,and in which ſwearing at 4ll is whol 
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ſaves it, ertlier altogether Or at all: For ſwear not wholly, altoge» 
gether, totally or nnyrrſally, is one thing, Swear not commozly, 
ordinarily, frequently, is another : Men may [wear commonly, fre. 
quently, ordinarily ( as "tis common, freqnent and ordinary for men 
now taſwear before Magiſtrates )who do not ſwear 1iverſally, 
totally, wholl yor altogether,or in al manner of converſation: Theres 
a difference between ſepe and ſemper, often, and alwayes ;' men 
may ſwear ordinarily, or ofte»,who do not ſwear iz all caſes,nor 
at all times. 

Let H.D. then haveir this way by the Authority pretended, 
viz. Of its being ſo rendred 1 Cor,5.1. ( though I would have 
him coſee it, how the Authority of all Tranſlators rendring a 
word ſo or ſo, is no good Authority at all with him, when he is 
minded on his own head to vary from it; Witneſs Mat. 5,33- 
which though all Tra»ſlators that ever read, render it, Swear 
not at all; yer the Authority of them all is not worth a ruſh with 
H.D.yea who ſees nor howhe wreſts ic from them all,to have it 
otherwiſe in his piece of wrangling for ſome ſwearing?)Bur I ſay, 
lec him have it this way, Swear not commonly,ordinarily, frequent = 
ly; What follows? Even this to his own confutation, Gs) har 
at leaſt that ſwearing before Magrſtrates thar is in our Conrts, 
which HD. ſayes p.7. it i the aim of our Saviour not to forbid, 
and which he and 7.7; (without any colour of Scripture) ſo 
eagerly contend for, is forbidden as vvell asany other ſorts 
of common, pag light and trivial ſwearing; for ſwearing iS 
a thing us*d there as commonly, a8 ordinarily,as frequently as an 
thing elſe, or as77 ſe/f is in any other places, yet for this ſent 
H.D. contends on from his ſecondplace, v:z. r Cor. 6: 7. ows 
Tl» pus &> v puiy &5i; Tf this ſhould be read (quoth he) there ts at all 4 
fault in you, what ſenſe ts in theſe words : But if I read them thus, 
There is vvholly, altogether, commonly, frequently, ordina- 
rily a fault in you; the ſenſe mill be good. 

Rep, Its to be noted, that the. Corinthians in going to Law 
one with another for their own, thought they did very well , 
& that there was no fault « al, in ſo doing, in them: Now his 
bufineſs being to convince them to the contrary, there is as 
good ſenſein anſwering their falſe Opimon by preocupation in 
theſe words,there is at aff a fant in you (1.e. though you think 

there's 
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ther*s none at a?, yet there is ) asin the other by which it's 
rendered, ther's tterly Or altogether a fault in you, 

H.D's third place is 1 Cor415,20. 6s Aus pirget ty tyicgeTal, 
if the dead riſe not at all 3 this he confeſſes is according to the 
Engliſh trunſlation good ſenſe;yet he appeals toall(among whom 
I am one) whether it be not better aud nearer to the ſcope of the place 
if weread it thus , If the dead riſe 29t wholly, fully , or com- 

leatly. 
: Rep. I anſwer,Not better for this one reaſon (which I urge 
asan Argument ad hominem onely, cogeut enough to H.D.fith 
*tis his ow2,elſe there's /ittle init) 212. Becauſe we have the 
ood Anthority of the Tranſlators on our lide,fo rendring as itis, 
wiz. If the dead riſe not at ally 

2. Not better, nor yet zearer, but much further off from the 
the ſcope of the place, if wereadit thus, If the dead riſe not 
wholly, fully, compleatly; then if thus, If the dead riſe not at all, & 
that for this reaſon,v:z. Becauſe the Apoſtles buſinefs all along 
in that part of the Chap. where this clauſe is, and downward to 

5. ver. where he firſt begins tofpeak of the manner of there- 
ſurreftien , infiſts wholly upon the proof of the marrer of it, 
viz. That the dead do riſe, againſt them who deny, they ſhall 
riſe at all, and not how they ſhall riſe, 12. Whether wholly , fully 
or compleatly, or not , till he comes paſt this verſe to the 35. 
Witnels ver!12.13.How ſay ſome that there is no reſurrettion of the 
dead? Now if there be no reſurrettion , (1.e. none at all) then we 
are falſe witneſſes in teſtifying that God raiſed Chriſt, whom (he rai- 
ſed not up, if the dead riſe not (i.e. not at all:)Ver,15. And if the 
dead riſe not, v.16. (1.6. not at all) then they that are fallen aſleep 
is Chriſt, are periſht,, {if they be not made alive again , and 7iſe 
not; not, if they be not fully, wholly alive, for that would ſup- 
poſe as if he vvere pleading againſt a ſort of men that deem- 
ed men at the reſurrefion muſt be raiſed by the halves, or left 
half aliveand half dead, vvhich vvere abſur'd ) but (quoth 
he ) all ſhall be made alive, 1,22, And then v.29. Si onynino mor» 
tw non reſwrgunt, If the dead r1ſe not at all, onus , if they be not 
made alive at //, but periſh wholly or altogether; why then are we 
baptized ? and v.32, why do I fight with Beaſts, or beaſtial ſpirit- 
ed men ? What advantage is this to me if the dead riſe not (1.6, at 
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all ) Bekdes, let HD, tell > of # ſenſe is in this, 21z. If the 
dead r1ſe rot Commonly,ordinarily,if they r1ſe not freqently bus 
teldom,or ſometimes only,then our Faith 1s van,&C-viz.ds much 
as 1511 this; The Law ſays, Forſwear not your ſelver;but I ſay, 
{wear but ſe/dom. But if we read: thus, If the dead riſe not at all; 
the word at all bears good ſexſe there, as he yeilds himſelf; and 
{ay I, as good as, ſwear not at all, 

And laſtly, further to inculcate on him the ſenſe of at af, 
as Very Proper tO #\w; in the New-Teftament, Where he ſaies he 
finds it but three times; I ſhall ſhew H.D. one place where the 
word 9x2. ( which no Schollar will deny to be a/togethey 
the ſame with ews,both which (1 confeſs) lignifie a3 nniver(ally as 
may be, per totum, 11 uniyerſum Cc, ) is rendred [ at all] where, 
if ir ſhould be rendred his way by [ordinarily, frequently, com« 
»oly | the abſurdity that would follow, would be intolera- 
ble,viz.Ats 4.18.where ther chief Prieſts commanded theApo. 
ſtles to preach no more at a! in the Name of Jeſus, 73 xaziau, 
ze onanino predicarent z Where if it ſhouid be rendred as H, D, 
would have the Word ewe, which in f{erſe 1s the (elf-ſame : 
thus; 2iz. That they ſhould, not preach ordinarily, commonly, 
Fequently, it would intimate that the Prieſts charge to the A. 
poſtles nor to preach at all ,- was not an unmverſal Prohibition of 
their preaching ( as it. was) but rather a toleratzon given them 
$o preach ſometimes,as they ſay( in efteR3Chriſts prohibition 
of them is, Matth.z.concerning ſwearing: For to ſay, Preach 
not, Swear not commonly, ordinarily, frequemtly , gives as. much 
dr5Þenſation topreach and ſwear ſometimes , now aud then a Ser= 
20u , now and then au Oath ( which would be a plea forſume 
moderate 24a Swearers, that rap out ats Oath by God but ſeldom, 
or vow and then ) as it gives prohibition to men to ſwear 1o often, 
{o frequently, (o ordinarily, ſo commonly as they doin Conrts. 

Yet hath H.D. one fetch more in juſtification of his ſurgu-- 
lar Tranſlation of Matt.5.33 againſt the Qua. and all men, and 
in proof that it ſhould not be ſwear not at all, but ſwear not 
ordinarily, commonly; the Hebrew Text(quoth he) which T ongue 
4's geverally jndg'd Matthews Goſpel was written ,. regds 1t "thin, 


Re col derek,wixch %Engliſhed, in every way. 
Rep, 
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Rep.T have ſeen and can ſhew one Hebrew Text which reads it 
Be col dabar, which (if it may not be Englith*t z» any wiſe (as 1 
know not why it may nor) yet may be, any word, Or in any 
thing; though at the rate at which H,D. reads his Be col derek,, 
inevery way, know he will read it 1 every thiag ; Bur had he 
well heeded the manner of the Hebrews ſpeaking , he would 
have found Be col gerek, to be as truly tranſlated . iz any 
way, as 1n every way, and fo have ſeen we are at leaſt upon ever 
ground with him as tothat 3 for there's an Hebraiſm in the 
words, and Col is as well uſed in the Scripture to exprels any, 
as every, and ſignifies not onely al , but alfo (as the Hebrews 
often ſpeak by it) ay at al, and if H.D. look into the ſelf- 
ſame place which his Brother [ves urges in another caſe ( and 
truly enough to a falſe end; but falſly,if it be not to be render- 
edthere as I have ſaid) he will find Cz/ (o uſed, viz. Exod, 20. 
10, where in one verſe it's rendered Al}, in the next, any at 
all; ſia dayes thou ſhalt labour and do \WIRYDQ-7 19 all thy work, but 
the ſeventh day is theSabbath,&c.ir it thou ſhalt rot do 1989295 
any work,, or as it is rendered, Thou ſhalt do wo manner of 
work , Kc, 

So that I have as much right to read Be co/ derek, Be col da- 
bar, nullo modo, ne nullo pato,( as Munſter hath it)Swear not at all, 
not i” any wiſe, not in any way,or in any wordor thing,as H.D,hath 
to read it, Swear not 1n every way, or every word or thing. But be= 
fides, conſidering the reaſons in this Book abovealledg*d,and 
the circumſtances intimated from the Context, or forega;ng and 
following paſſages, Iappeal to all men that have not ſworn a= 
way their common ſee and reaſon, whether there be not rem, 
yea an huzdred times more reaſon to render itas it hath 
been hitherto, till Z7.D. entered hisd:ert,and found out this 
sr0tchet whereby to croſs the current of all Tranſlators about it, 
thus; viz, Swear nt at all; then thus, Swear xot wholly , com- 
monly, crdinarily, frequently , as H.D, o'reand o're vainly 
reiteratesit ought to be, 

Now ſome few words inanſ{wer to H.D's and F.Ts excepti» 
ons againſt our reading and ſenſe of Fam,5.12, and chenT come 
to a Concluſion with them, oxrather to concl/ade againſt them 
both, as they twoin cheirfroerdl ſenſe on that one plave con- 
clude one againſt the other; T6 
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To your ſecond ground (quoth H.D,) out of Fam.5. Above all 
things ſmear nov : 7 do appeal to the judgment of any rational mar 
whether 5kilful or unskilful in Languages whether this have the ſound 
of & true interpretation, Above all things i # worſe to (wear they 
to commit Adultery, ther to kill the King who our Political 
Father, to kill Father or Mother? / k-ow you will not ſay it, 

Kep, Doſt thou know we will not ſay jr? Why then doft 
thou ſo vainly ask whether this be a tre [nterpretation, which 
thou knoweſt not that any body makes ? What warnity is this 
to frame an /xterpretation which thy ſelf confeſleſt is xo bedres 
but thine own, 21. T hat its worſe tolwear they tro commut Adul. 
tery, to kill the King, to kill Farher or Mother, and then to ap- 
peal to all men whether it be true or #0? Riſum tereatis ? This ts as 
ridiculous a piece of buſineſs, as if one, having raſkly underta- 
ken to diſprove a #44z to be traly a man, ſhould ſet forth'a Bull 
to publike view, and then appeal co all men 5þi/fu/ or wnckil- 
ful, to judge whether that have the (hew or ſhape of one thar 
1s truly a many yea ornay? Whoſayes its worſe to ſwear then to 
commit adultery,to kill the King, to kill Father or Mother! We who 
are call*d Ozakers donoc ſay fo, and I know none does, and 
( cothe clearing of all from ſo ſaying to whom he writes ) 
Tknow(quoth H.D.himfelf ) you will not ſay it. 

But ( quoth Z, D, as objeiting on behalf of his Opponents } 
how then doth the Text ſay, Above all things ſwear nor ? If you 
ach, how I will read t , I anſwer ( quoth he) the Greek, is agg 
a«sw, which ſignifies, Before all things, ot Above all things: 
my warrant for Bi i (quoth he) »t ozely th: Vulgar, Eraſmus, 
Beza inthe Latine Tranſlatio;:s, who d1 all agree to tranſlate it ante 
omnia, but alſ, 9 the compariſon 0 f other places where the ſe ame phraſ & 
& wſed, 45 Rom.16.7, oey txar, Col. 1.17, wilt tr aes ady] wv 
which zs well tra»ſlated, He is before all things : many more of the 
likg nature may be alledged (quoth he) but theſe ſhall ſuffice, 


Rep. 1. Many more of the likg nature might have been alledg- | 


ed ( Iconfels ) which had they been a/ledged by H. D. would 
too plainly have diſcovered the untemperedneſs of that morter 
wherewith he days, whereupon, thete ſeeming beſt to ſerve 


his antowerd t#ry,he was rather willing that thoſe only ſhould 
lufkce. 


- 2, Had 
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2. Had H, D. afjerted onely, that avs 7/1ov ſignifies Ante 
emnia, Before all things, 1 ſhould not contradi& him in that 
though our conceflion of that reading adds fo little to that 
ſimple ſenſe whereinto he would wre## char phraſe ( ate Omnia, 
before all things ) by mterprecation, that to ſhew how little ej= 
ther we /oſe, or he gets by our granting him his Tra»ſlation, [ 
have (o rendered it in my Title- page, viz. Before all things my 
Brethren ſwear not : Bur fith H, D. afferts that axes n4ov doth 
net fignifie Avove all things, herein ( if he mean neither formal 
ly nor vertuaily)) I thal ( whether himſelf wil ſee it, yea, or 
nay) ſhew him hz error in the ſight of all men : For axte Omnia, 
or before all things, (and fo HD. will ſee if thoſe iLogicals (cal- 
led modi priorts 8 poſteriorts) 1.e, the ſeveral manners of firſt and 
laſt, before and after, be not worn utterly out of his memory } 
ligniſies before 11 worth, as well as times, and isas truly and pro- 

erly uſed in oxe of theſe ſenſes, as in the other, and when that 
repolition EI, which 1s ante, 1S(as it oughe to be in James > 
12.) taken for before 1» worth, as well as t:xe,it is as rightly ren- 
dred by above, as by before; andas »g27or, which is Exgliſhc 
Firſt, Counds out a priority, antecedency , or preheminency in place 
or dignity, as truly as in time or ſeaſon;lo ag3 a2 y]pra ſuperiority 
11 power, place Or worth, and not a _—__ in ::me and ſeaſon on 
ly; and ſuis as ordinarily and truly Engliſh above , or over all 
things, a5 before them: In proof of which fith H, D. ( whether 
for fear or Ye fol ;) was loath to alledge any places that 
make againſt him; I ſhall alledge one (beſides this of Fam5.) 
where the ſame phraſe es ©z#]-r, which he ſays does mot figni- 
fie above all things, is Engliſht truly m\ the ſelf-ſame way,1.e. above, 
and not before, which ſhews that if it were rendred before all 
things, (asI deny not bur it may be) yet it there lignifies _= 
in Excellency onely, and not in time, 1 Pet,g, $. wgb Tayrw, above 
all thizgs have fervent love among your ſelves; I conld afford 
to grant HD, if he will , to readit here before all things have 
love; but if he do, he muſt grazt me that ante ommia, before all, 
ſounds out no other then jon omnia, above all thingy, for love 
is the /aſs thing attain'd to perfeft/y (as to Time) and yet 
M1 worth 18 above, Or before all knonledge, propheſie, tongues, and . 
TAIEL 
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ther ritual gifts, as being deck the more ex-e/lent way then 
any be1ide it : So above, or before all things have love, is as much 
as to ſay, with all your gettings, chiefly ſee to get it ; {0 above or be- 
fore all things ſwear not, 1s as much as to ſay , Chiefly take heed to 
this thing, that ye ſwear not : In which ſayings, I ſay above or be- 
fore, becauſe thele two ſourd forth thetame thing in ſexſe,and 
are promiſcuouſly and indifferently uſed by us, as it happens,the 
one being in ſuch caſes altogether che {ame i ſignification,as 
the.other, 

And howbeit H.D. makes ſuch ado about his ante onnia, as 
if he gaind ſome great ground againſt us by reading it before all 
things; yetas we can without loſs allow him to read ic before all; 
ſo7.1. who writes after H.D. ſees ſo little in H.D.s quibble in 
thac particular, that he leaves H. D. his own fellow-falſifier of 
the Truth, and therein falls in with us againſt him,and reads 
and renders it as we do, Above all things my brethren ſwearnot: 
Onely ſounhappily blind he is, as toſay, that ſuch paſſionate 
Oaths are forbidden —_ 12, as that of David was, when he 
ſware and vowed not toſuffer hrs eyes to ſleep , nor his eye-l1ds to 
fumber, till he found out a place for the Lord,an haintation for the 
God of Jacob; in which caſe David [ware molt :zocently and ſo- 
lemnly, not paſſiovately(as he ſpake 1n the caſe of Nabal, 1 San. 
25,21.34- )if ever he [ware ant 1zwocent Oath in all his days, and 
accordingly performed what he. ſware and vowed; for though 
Solomon built the Houſe , as J.1. intimates, yer David in 
his affliction going up to the Floor of Araunah, there found 
ont, and appointed the place for the Houſe to be built in.and gave 
the pattern of it, and prepared the Materials for the building, 
1 Chron.21 18.19.29. 22. 1.2. &c, 2 Chroa,28.10.11, and the 
Lord took it well at his hand, that it was iz hz heart to build it, 
2 Chronx. 6,8; 

But the ſcruple that ſeems to hang behind in H. D.s mind 
fill, and the gat he ſeems toſtrern at,while he ſwallows Camels, 
is this; Why ſhould the Apoftle ſay, Above all things ſwear ot? 
Is that a fin worſe then Adultery, Murther, and all other fins. 

Rep. We do not fay itis, butif ic be not, are there not 
more wayes out of the wood, as wel} as tot, then one? Ifthat 
be not the reaſon wby he ſayes, Above n!l things ſwear net, 1 
cauſe 
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cauſe [wearing is 2 ſin above all ſins, can no other reaſon then 
barely that be rendered for it ? | 

I ex F.lves reſolye H.Dez in that diffticulty,if it be too hard 
for him to reſolve himſelf in it : For 7, I, ( but that he rea- 
ches too ſhortin his rendering of it , while he mentions paſ- 
ſronate Oaths onely, when he ſhould have mention'd ſolemne 
Oaths alſo) renders a r:ght reaſcs of it fo far as it reaches, and 
it's this, the »ſua/neſs and commonneſs of that ſin of wearing , he 
ſaies, Above all things my Brethren ſwear not, for it was very 1 
ſual mth them ( quoth 7,1, ) to make paſſionate Oaths 3 and fo 
ſayl, and noconely ( in former times) paſſionate, exorbitant, 
and prophane,but other ſeriom Oaths alſo,in which (they being 
Tews, who were not yet fo fully inform'd of the ending of the 
Law in Chriſt, under which among them ſome Oath were law- 
ful they were apt tothink they did as wel in ſwearizg ſo now, 
as they did before, So though adultery and murder may be as 
bad and worſe then ſwearing , yet the Law being ſo expreſs 4- 
gainſt them, which yetin its time allowed ſome kind 'of ſwiar- 
ing, it was more hard to bring them off from ſome.ceremonts 
or ſervices of the Law; that were once lawful.; then fron fuch 
fins as wereknown and hated by them; and held accwrſed by 
the very Letter of the Law; and fo he ſaies, Above all things 
take heed of Swearing , that they might know that now to be 
lawful, which in formertimes was accounted a /awfu/ for 
them : Soir's ordinary to fay to men. Above all things take 
heed ofthat to which they have been long accuſtomed, and 
with which, through heedlefneſs of the w/awfulrrſs of the 
thing, they areapt moſt eafaly to be overtaken, 

One thing more, which is nota little confiderable to e- 
vince the now lawfulneſs of any Swearing is this,2rz,, That by 
the Eternal Wiſdom of God (in that Book of  Erclefiaſtes, or the 
Preacher, wherein not the Legal, but the Ewangelical duties 
and righteonſneſs, and the fn; and w»r:ghteouſneſs oppolite 
thereto are written of, and the furitsalities and moralities of 
the Everlaſting Goſpel, and not the ceremonialities of the Law 
pointed out) whereas To fear a» Oath is made; the CharaZter 
of the w1;{e,good, clean and righteaws'man tharfacrificeth acce- 
ptably to God , Toſwear ( at all ) is made the CharaFer of 
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the wicked, the unclear, the ſinner chat (ſo)(acrificeth not, F;. 
cleſ,9.1,2. the bare reading of which is enough to win a wife 
man.from the ſin of Swearing 3 for howbeit men ſhall once 
return and diſcern che happineſs of him that ſerves God, 
from his wo who ſerves him not,yet here oxe event 75 to the righ- 


tears and the wicked, to the good and to the clean and to the unclear, tg 


h'm that ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth nt © as ts the good, 
ſo 1s the [inner ;, as he that ſweareth, { mark, not he that (wea. 
reth exorbitantly onely , or forſweareth,) f ohe that fear. 
ethan Oath. 

Much more might be ſaid to theſe mens ſ;ffles, but a /irr/s 
ſtrength may ſerve wherewith to overturn a /:tt/e ſtrength; and 
as it's ſuperfluityro infiſt too long in diſproving ſuch palpable ped- 
ling, and diſcovering ſuch open ſubtilty, as ſhews ir ſelf in their 


' ewo pieces; foits but meer warty toule a Beetle and Wedges to 


kila flye, 

I ſhall therefore conclude much what in Hey, Dexs words, 
as I began : All theſe things conſidered , the ground for /o/e-: 
ſmearyrg before Magiſtrates in Conrts and C o/iſtories, appears not 
to be ſaſurs as it was fancyed; if (2s the Quaker (ayes it ferb;4- 
deth hinz, the 'Bapriſt ſayes th Light within Him biddeth him 
to [wear, the conſent of char holy Nation (the Onakers (lo cal= 
led) even thoſe thouſands among them that truly tremble at 
Gods Word, hated and caf out by their Brethrez, the Englih 
#ominal Chriſtians of all forms and profeſſions; choſen our of all 
the Nations, that conſent to:conſult againſt them ) confuteth 
bim;if he or ethers plead the Scriptures, you fee how weak it is 
which they ſay; therefo2e let ſuch as chuſe co ſwezr, rather then 
ro ſuffer in this caſe, beware, leſt they hear, Who hath required 
theſe things of pou 2- Chiſt indeed fozbids thoſe exozbitant and 
ertravagant Daths whereof the ſtreets are now full; bur he for- 
bids alſo that ceremonions , cuſtomary, ſwuperfluoxs , ſeperſtitions, 
vain, needleſs, extravagant, Anti-Evangelical, Antichriſtian, ordie 
nary, frequent, forcibly impoſed, common ſwearing, of which all 
Coxrts are full; A ſad pzeſage of ſome Judgement atHhand,thar 
Priſons, Streets, Princes and oreat mes Courts, and Places, Hut 
werſities,Colledges, and 2 oer 4 all houſes, at leaſt all Althouſes are 
full of-Oaths, and mens diſcourſes wmter/:9'd. and mnterwover 
with worſe then So help me GOD; even with GOD C ON- 
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FOUND, GOD DAMN ME, and ſuch like; and their Con- 
verſations converted from the Truth, ſo totally into perjyyy 
and forſwearing; It was hoped by ſome, that ( a5 Z7. D. ſpeaks ) 
his Pajeſties ÞP2oclamation would have reſxrained ; and 'rwere 
ro be wiſhed (ſay I ) that the Kings ſaid Proclamation might 
yet be uſed toreſtrain ſuch debauchery and deceit ; but alas, it is 
n<thing ſc; fo2 (as H.D, ſayes) ſuch men reverence his Majeſty 
no maze then'the TUolf in the fable did St, Authony ; So many 
Magiſtrates (not to ſay many to one, that :s otherwiſe) reve- 
rence the King (ſay 1) ſo {ittle, as to rake as {ittle care to execute 
his good Laws and Statutes againſt ſuch exorbitant Oath: , as the 
molt exorbitant [wearers do in their common commerce ©O c/chew 
them, yea, as littlezas the Fuſtices themlelyes cake much care (e= 
ven much more then they will have thank for at laſt from ei- 
ther God or the King, Or good men) too haſtily and ſtriftly to exe- 
cute thoſe Laws and Statntes, thatare of old extart for thoſe 
forced Oaths, or thoſe ordinary , frequent and common Wear ings, 
which are impoſed by them in their Courts and Seſſions : And 
indeed, huw can it be expected that ſuch as fear not Gods Maje- 
ty (as few of the ſubordinate Powers, Prieſts, and Prieſt-beguil'd 
People do) ſhould regard [ as H, D. ſpeaks | the Kings Pajeſty, 
Who is but as the d2op of rain in comparyan-of him; or regard 
the Kings Laws and Proclamations againlt ſwearing, whoſe Prohs- 
bitions of it are but ſubordinate toGods own,which they regard 
not : Beſides, they are ſo totally taken up now-adayes with 
over=execnting theole entangling Laws, and { as they dreamand 
deem them |) moſt | profitable Proglamations, that ( under 
pain of forfeiture of Eſtates are extant for Oaths, and for ſwear- 
ng , that chere*s no leiſure leſt to look after thoſe molt ery 
profitable and wholeſome Laws and Proclamations of both God and 
the King , which cry out againſt both Oaths and Forſwear ing; 
though in this caſe if they a&ed all as /ega/ly, Honeſtly and ear- 
neſtly, in order tothe encreafing of the Poor; pror-Pox in every 
Pariſh, as many do legally, diſhonefily and ea7e(z, tor ards the 
decreaſe of that little which the r1chteow hat':. with which 
more good is every way done, then with tize 4 reveres of 
many wicked, who ( while poor men peiit ) expend many 
thoulands on vain hews and kick:rans > there might accrue 
| R 2 ren 
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ten times more my to the maintenance of the poor, were 
that /oweſt penalty of 12.4. ann Oath, according to the Law, ex- 
a&ed from every prophane Sweerer , then will ever accrue to 
the enriching of the Kings Coffers, by puniſhing the poor Q#4- 
kers for keeping Chrifts Command, ſo as not to ſmear at all, with 
the /ofs and forfeitxre to the King ( ro'whom the leaſt part cf 
it commosly comes alſo) of o leſs then Ax they have, 

But what times dv we behdb! Nothing but erfreams of evil 
are pzeſented to our eyes and cars; Dome dv little but ſwear or- 
dinarily, frequently, commonly, in all kind of communication and 
conver(ation, not onely m their uſual enterconrſes in Courts: with 
Judges and Magiſtrates, but fir their honrly Diſcourſes alſo, with 
other men, contrary to the Laws of both Chr; and the King, 
2nd ſuch are moſt mad in proſecutizg the Laws of the King for 
ſwearing, on others who will not ſwear at af , cortrar!ly ro rhe 
Laws of Chriſt the King of Kings. Some fill their months with 
pireful erecrations apon every trifle,chough rherewants no good 
Lays againſt either Drwkenneſs, Curſmg, Swearing; or other pro- 
phaneſs (as thelate [iſh Proclamation given Sut at the Coyrt at 
Dw#blin, very well and wiſely obferves) but onely this one, That 
all thoſe gved ones that are made tg curb thele exorbiranres, 
might( as carefs//zand jÞeodely ks the more #1who/fome ones ate) 
be put in:ex#tutior, Dthers flye with fierceneſs upon ſuch as 
for Conſcience of an. Onth-onely will wot peotdta ſweare when 
weighty Cauſes are before them, wherein they could declare 
enough, and with cry! rhreatr1»gs vehemently -nrge them. 

Who ſhall heal thefs diffempers? nmy-ca do it withont 
the mighty Power of God byrak fozth mall your Conſciences 
{ O chou mach pityed Kiygand chy Comnclythy Fudger, Juſt;= 
ces, chief Cuptarns, Sheriffs, and all other Mwnſterial Officers un- 
der Thee ) to convince You and all Prap/es not onely of the 
#»lawfulneſ# of all, but of the 'ttter wwmeceſſarineſs of any ſmear- 
"gs fith as it*Seo;gent, that a trwe Chriſtians word was wont to be 
taken for a true Teſtimomy withone an Oath, in that Teſtament 
which we are under, 2 Cor. 13.1. So-it's no leſs evident ,"that 
bis witneſs of his own peaceablenefrowards theKing and all mey, 
who walks im truth , and (to preſerve: his pence with Chr) 
makes Conſcience of an Onth, is mo xe worthy acceptation (reing | 

ch. 


ſuch a one wil not [ye,and can do nothing againſt the truth, 

bur for the truth, 2 Cor:3.9.) then that of thoſe anpeaceaceable 

and deceitful ſpirits who walk nor in truth , who making »s 

Conſcience of either Swearing Or Forſwearing, will (to preſerve 

themſelves meerly from a preſent ſuffering) (wear future faith- 

fulneſs to that, to which upon occation they would prove »#- 

faithful. Of the firſt of theſe , moſt Magiftrates in their Con- 

fciences do ( without their Oath ) believe yerily they are Gods 

people, and Children that will not lye, and that God alſo is their $4- 

view. As for the ſecond, few that are concerned to take ſecu- 

rity from chem ( for all their Swearing ) either will,do, or can 

truſt them one jot further then chey ſee them. _ 
The t Ppthagoreans forbad Oaths,fodid the Eſſen: *,becanſe Thane In vita 

they thought him. A noted Lyar who could not be believed Joes pet 

without an Oath. ke rms: 
The Lord open the eyes of all me»; ta whoſe Gzace A com- 

mend this ZU22k, and reſolve to remain,as wel 


Pour Friend,(H.De» and F, lves)againſt whom I write;as 
Your Friend, ( © People of all ſort s ) to whom Imrite , 
S. Fiſher, 
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POSISTSCRIPT, 
HF: followeth ſo much of a Letter of Jerem'ah [ves, as is 


| ſufficient to ſhew hims his deep Degeneration i Spiritual 
Matters; Dated about frye dayes before he himſelf tork: the Oath, 
while he ( in that Caſe) ſtood in his Integrity , and was 1mpriſon'd 
himſelf for not taking it 3 and direfted to two of bis Brethren : [s 
which he declares what great Scandal they brought upon the Truth, 
and Offence to him, and his then fellow-Sufferers for it , by their 
Swerviug for fear of men, from the fear of the Great God , [- 
as to obey their Precepts for it, rather they Gods own plain Pre- 
cept againſt Swearing. 


Brother Pitman axd Brother Shewell. 


Am at this time ſurprized with a holy paſſion; and 

though Jonah could not ſay concerning the Gourd, that he 
did wel to be angry; yet (if my experience in the Word of 
the Lord doth not deceive ) I can truly ſay, 1 do wel to be 
angry with you ; who I have had a godly jealoufie of al a- 
longzvzz.That you would beaseahily perſwaded to part with, 
----as unwilling to ſuffer for, your Spiritual Liberties:Oh my 
Brethren ! where is your firſt love ? How unlike the Chri- 
ſtians in former times are you ? whoſe zeal was fo hot for 
God, that their eyes prevented the morning , that thereby 
they might prevent the rage of the adverſary, who (as it is 
now) Commanded then no more to worſhip in the Name of the Lord, 
==] always did corglude, that thoſe that would----quirt the 
Cauſe of Righteouſneſs-->would quic the Ways of Holineſs, 
as yeſterday ſad experience hath taughr,to the perperual joy 
of your adverſaries,and the ſadning the hearts,and add.ng 
affliftions to the bonds of the Priſoners of the Lord : I do 
therefore conjure you,as you wil anſwer the great God ano» ' 
ther day, to conſider, That now is the time for you to look 
to your Miniſtry, and to the Flock over which the Lord 
hath made you overſeers, that you may be able through 
grace to ſay, You are clear from the blood of all men; and —_— 
that 
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that God is now come to Wt NE to ſee whether you wil 
keep his commandements or novt, Remember when that A» 
poſtates Caſe was debated, you had no zeal nor indignation 
againſt him, but you ſmorhered all withthis, If it werein a 
matter of Faith and Worſhip that he had fallen from, you 
would have been as one man againſt it: Wel, behold the Lord 
is come home toyou; the matter now is purely for worſhip- 
ping God; now Ged is proving to ſee it you wil obey him 
or no, and did not yeſterdays work witneſs, that you were 
willing to prefer the fear of a man that muſt dye, beforeche 
fear of the great God; and the fear ofthem that can kill the 
body, before the fear of che Lord that can caſt body and 
ſoul into Hell? I have no more toſay but this, That your 
Cowardly Temporizing and complying with the precepts of 
Men, makes me jealous, that your fear towards the Lord is 
taught by the precepts of Men : I would not be too cenſori- 
Guns, but my Grounds are great, and my Bonds are my 
Crown, but your,Cowardly ſpirit is my great Croſs: you lit» 
tle think what a ſcandal it is amongſt us to hear it affirmed, 
that one of you ſhould ſay, You had rather a given fifty pound 
then haue ſworn , and yet ſwear that you ſwear willingly. Oh 
for the Lords ſakg do ſomewhat that may ronl away this Rev 
proach ; which that you may, is the praiers of yourBrother, 
who could becontented to write himſelf, your Companion 
in Tribulation, 


Ter. Ives. 


Jan, 14, 1660, 


Brother Ward my F ellow-priſoner deſires to preſent 
his loveto you, and ſo do ſome others, 


Which Letter above printed , zs here repreſented,as a Looks 

- ing-Glaſs for ]. Ives to ſee himſelf 1x : not [o much to ſhame him, 
4 (if yet it may be) by the ſight theresf (which being his own , may 
yoſſibly have more force upon him then another mans )to recoverhins 
again to that true Honor of taking the ſhame of his fall -— 
and alſo of Cuffering ſhame with the Saints for theName of Chriſt, 
which be once ſtood in,and ſince yery eaſily tell from; and that he may 
Yemens.. 
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-rewember from whence he is fallen, and repent, and dohis 
firſt works ( for his /aft have not been found perfe& before 
God ) and do ſomewhat that may ron! away that reproach he hath 
rais'd apainſt that Righteous Cauſe row ſuffer”'d for by the Saints, 
leſtthe Light be at laſt tetally taken from him;For a Humanum eſt 
errare, ſo Humanius nihil eſt quam errantem revocare : Or 
at leaſt, ( if ].l, be too far gone, and paſt recovery ) then to recover 
the Honor of that Truth which,to the utmoſt that in himts,he hath 
diſhonored by his ſhamefu] (huffles; that # to ſay, 1. By bis ſauffling 
departure from it 1» his (inful paſſion of {laviſh fear of man, ſo 
ſoon after his holy paſſicn (as he calls ) of Anger againſt his Bre= 
threns /eſſe ſhameful (becauſe leſs ſinful) departure; for }.1,'s 
ſuffering for it firſt, as (its likgly) they two did not, declares his Cons , 
{cience was convinced that he ſhould not (wear. 2dly. By his (hute 
fling ſo wxch to defend ard vindicate that ſame Evil of Swear» 
ing, when it became bis own,which he had but alittle before ſo egregi- 
ouſly condemned, wh.le it was found not in himſelfe , but in hts Bre= 
threnz and this in order mecrly to the palliating of his meer painted 
Piety 8» that his paultry departure: For he that builds again 
thole /ega/ things which once himſelf deſtroied , therein makes 
himſelf; ſmal tranſgreſſor, Gal: 2.18. 3dly. By his ſhuffling 
ſo much (though with as little ſucceſs among ſuch whoſe eyes are in 
their head) being once departed from the T ruth himſelf, to draw all 
others after him 1nto the Ditch. Had he onely (wher: he ſaw no other 
way to eſcape ſuffering) contented himſelf rather to-(wear to his own 
inward loſs, then to ſuffer loſs outwardly for refuſing it , his re- 
covery might likely have been more hopeful , and his Relapſe /eſs 
hurcful :z all like/yhood then now it ts : But ſeeing he ſets himſelf ſo 
zealogfly to ſolicite others to {in by (wearing together with him, the 
danger of its infe&ing others who are ſet tofee with his eyes, as 
well a; the deſperatenels of his Diſeaſe, in reſpeft of himſelf , calls 
for a more deſperate Cure, and ſearching Corroſive , then need 
elſe be uſed: And if by all that 1s, in no leſs then true love to his ſoul, 
though never ſo ſharply tryed towards him; his wound appears to be uns 
carable, then | 

Enſe recidendum eſt, ne pars ſfmceratrahatur. 


THE END, 


oF —< AS > is 


